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HEARING BEFORE THE SUBCOMUnEE ON AIDS TO 
NAVIGATION OF THE COMMIHEE ON INTERSTATE 
AND FOREIGN COMMERCE. 



House of Representatives, Wednesday, January 16, 1907. 
The subcommittee met at 4 o'clock p. m.. Hon. James R, Mann 
(chairman) in the chair, 

STATEMENT OF HB. H. COULBT, OF CLBVZZ^NI), OHIO, FBBSI- 
DENT OF THE PITTSBtTRa STEAMSHIF COUPAHT AND A HBH- 
BEB OF THE LAKE CABIIIEBS' ASSOCIATION. 

Tlie C'liAiHMAX. Jiiwt tell ii^- what yiiii wiiiil. 

Mr. C'oi'LBv. We want a light-hoiiHe of the second order and a fog 
Mgnal located on the mii-tli shore of Lake Superior in the vicinity 
of Split Rock. There is no lipht n» the north shoi-e of Lake Supe- 
rior between (rrand ilarie and Two Harbors. 

All the ships goinff up to the head of Lake Suiierior have to make 
the north shore as a landfall, and have had to do so during these 
past twoj'ears. 

The Chairman, lietween what )H>ints, did you .say? 

Mr. (touldkk. Between Gi-and Marie and Two Harlmrs. Tt is 
about 20 miles east. 

Mr. (.'otLBv. During the past two yeai-s there have lieen awidents 
along this shore aggregating a loss of nearly $2,000,000 in ves.sel 
property. The total losses in I!)0."»— in the fall of IflO;) — -were verj' 
heavy. The .steamer Lnfnyi'ite and the barge Madeira and the 
steamer ^/ii-nrt'r and her consort the I'einiiiif/ioii and the steamer 
Edeuhttrii and the barge Muiiihi went ashore in the vicinity of Split 
Rock, costing a great deal of money to repair tliem. 

This is rerjuiied on account of the magnetic attraction thei-e. by 
i-eason of which manners can place no reliance ujwn their compa.sses. 
and the captains of the ships, through their managers and their asso- 
.ciations. place this as of paraniount ini)KHlaii(v. that a light-house 
should I>e installed at that point. 

Mr, Ryan. What is the name of that point? 

Mr. Coui-nv. Split Rock. 

The Chairman. How far is that from Beaver Bay? 

Mr. Cori.BV. Beaver Bay is nearly half way up from Two Har- 
Irors to Orand Marie. It must be 4 or 3 miles. 

The Chairman. We have a light-house reservation on Beaver Bay. 
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4 AIDS TO NAVIOATIOK. 

Mr. CouLDv. It is 7 or 8 miles. 

The CiiArasiAN. WTiich way? 

Mr, CoDLBY. North. 

The Chairman. A\1iat vessels go up that way, and why? 

Mr. CouLBy. All ships going to Two Harbors, Duluth, or Supe- 
rior, have to go up that way. They make their course right here 
[indicating on chart], and they have got to make the north shore, and 
they come by these islands [indicating on chart], and in thick 
weather they have got to pick up the north shore, because they can 
not rely on the compass, and they have to pick up the north "shore 
and follow it into Duluth or Superior, coming up to Duluth and Two " 
Harbors, 

The Chairman. How is it about vessels going away from Duluth 
and Two Harbors? 

Mr. CouLBY. Of course they leave the north shore here [indicating 
on chart], and they can follow it down. It is in making the north 
shore that the difiiculty comes in. 

The Chairman. You mean ves.sels from the east? 

Mr, CouLBY. Yes. 

The Chairman. For Duluth? 

Mr. CouLBY. Yes. 

The Chairman. We provided a light-house for Rock of Ages. 
Now, what vessels go there ? 

Mr. CoiiLBi'. Those are the vesst'ls going to Port Arthur and Port 
William from Duluth or Superior, or vice versa, and in very heavy 
weather the ves,sels go from there and make the north shore — under 
the lee of the north shore 

The Chairman. Going to Duluth and Two Harbors? 

Mr. CouLBY, Yes. 

The Chairman. It was represented to us that ships had to go 
around that way a considerable portion of the time. Is-that the 
case [indicating on chart] i 

Mr. CouLBY. The north shore is only used by the ships that are 
keeping the shelter of the north shore. 

The Chairman. "\\'hat advantage will that light-house on the Rock 
of Ages be to a vessel going to Port Arthur? 

Mr. CouLBY. It is no uch-antage to a vessel going to Port Arthur, 
unless she is coining from the upper end of the lake. 

The Chairman. She does not go by Rock of Ages to get to y>e, 
upper end of the lake, does she ? x"^ 

Mr. CouLBY. Yes [indicating course on chart]. 

The Chairman. Do any vessels go that way? 

Mr, CouLBY. Yes. A good munv coast traders go along that way, 
and the large ships in the fall of the year, in heavy weather, use 
that [indicating on chart]. They follow this north shore down and 
square right away here [indicating], 

Mr. GouLDER. There is an immense grain shipment from Port' 
Arthur, and in the fall bv our ships that go from Dnluth there after- 
having taken coal to Duluth. 

Mr. CoDLBY. What we particularly need this for is the heavy 
weather in the spring and fall of the year, and this will be some- 
thing as a guide to them, so that in making the north fehore they can 
know where they are and square away. 
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The Chairman. The light-house at Grand Murie was put there 
because it was claimed that that wa,s the place you made the north 
shore. 

Mr. CoijLbv, I never knew a man to go o\er and make the north 
rihore unless he wa.s . That is of no value for the great trade from 
Duliith, Two Harbors, and Superior or the lake harbors coming 
through the Soo, 

The Chairman. This uwed to be the course there? 

Mr. CouLBv. Never, 

Mr. Mann, Does the course run southerly or straight west after 
you pass the middle of the lake? 

Mr. CouLBY, Here is the Soo. The coui-se comes around North 
Point, and then they steer acrass to the islands, and then come across 
and make the north shore to square away there. 

The Chaib-man. If they mis.sed these islands fhey will come south 
even of Beaver Bay, apparently. 

Mr. CovLBY. No; they go west of Beaver Bay. You see, they try 
to get acros,s here so as to just clear the islands, and then fetch the 
north shore. 

The Chairman. The way you put it on the map is one way, and the 
way you put it in lanenage is another way. That is what I am try- 
ing to find out. Would you run off here (indicating on chart] so as 
to come in south of Beaver Bay? Split Rock is above Beaver BayV 

Mr. CoiLBv, Here is Split Kock jnidicHting on chart] and here is 
Beaver Bay [indicating]. 

The Chairman, I undei-stod you a while ago to say that it was 
north. It is southwest of Beaver Bay instead of north f 

Mr. Coii.BY. Yes. 

The CiniRMAN. You said a while ago that it was north. 

Mr. CouLBV, 1 got mixed up. 

The Chairman. That is what misled me. I thought Split Rock was 
up here [indicating on chart]. 

Mr. Coi:i-BY. No, it is right here findicatii^]. 

The Chair-Man. A light-house at Beaver Bay would not be satis- 
factory ? 

Mr. CouLBY. No. 

The Chairman. That is not sufficient? 

Mr. CouLBY. No, not as satisfactory as at this point [indicating 
on the chart]. 

The Chairman, We have a light-house at Beaver Bay. I do not 
know that cuts any figure. What is this [indicating on chart] ? 

Mr. CoL-LBY. That is Split Rock Point. 

The Chairman. What sort of a location is that? 

Mr. CoiXBV. It is high land. This shore is all high land along that 
entire length there [indicating]. 

The Chairman. Have yon ever pre.sented a request for that to the 
Light- House Board? 

Mr. CouLBY. No; we took it up with the Light-House Board yes- 
terday. 

The Chair.man. How does it happen that you have not done that 
before ? 

Mr. CouLBY, I am unable to tell you. 

Mr. Ryan. Have vou ever sailed there '. 
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Mr. CouLBY. No, but I have managed ships up there. 

The Chairman. Marine interests are not usually so modest about 
ma long a request. 

Mr. CouLBY. I think the reason for that is that we have had no 
concerted action. We have had a good many accidents in this 
country in the last four or five years, but there does not seem to have 
been anything brought to the attention of the Board. 

The Chairman. Of course you know we have an inspector whose 
business it is to attend to all requests made, and you have not even 
brought this to his attention. 

Mr. C001.BY. Yes, through the Lake Carriers' Association it has 
been. 

The Chairman. Recently! 

Mr. Coi!i.BY, Yes. 

The Chairman. How much commerce is there by there; I do not 
mean exactly. 

Mr. CoiLBY. The conunerce by that point would now run over 
30.000,000— probably SR.OOO.OOO— tons. 

Mr. Ryan. That is half of the commerce of the Lakes? 

Mr. CoiTi.BY. Yes. 

The Chairman. Your claim for this proposition is that the vessels 
coming to Duluth pass Superior and Two Harbors? 

Mr. CoTTiBV, Yes. sir. 

The Chairman. To the Duluth territory. Vessels are unable to 
tell where they are by the compass on account of the great bodies of 
iron ore and hence you make for the coast as a guide, and in sliallow 
water you are not able to fell how near you are to the coast? 

Mr. Com.BY. Yes. 

The Chairman. Suppose we put the light-house there. Of course 
for foggy weather you want a fog-signul station also? 

Mr. ^ULDY. Yes. 

The Chairman. Have you any other light between that point and 
Duluth that you know of? 

Mr. CouLBY. I do jiot think so. 

The Chairman, Have you ever navigated here, yourself? 

Mr. CoiiLBY, No, sir. 

The Chairman. Is there anyone pre-sent here who has? 

Mr. CouLBY. Yes; Captain Shaw is a navigator. 

Mr. GouLDER. But, Mr. Mann. Mr. Coulby speaks of 200 masters 
who have discussed this subject. 

The Chairman. Yes, I know. That is the argument, and we have 
heard a great many. UHiere we can we like to get a practical man. 

Mr. Coulby. There should be a light-house on Kniie Island, but we 
did not think that it was of enough importance to bring it up at this 
time. 

The Chairman. Mr. Bede has introduced a bill for a light-hou% 
on Knife Island. 

Mr. CoDLBT. Yes. 

The CnAmMAN. Just where is it? 

Mr. Coulby. It is right here [indicating on chart]. 

The Chairman. In your judgment, this light-house at this point 
is much more important than the one on Knife Island ? 

Mr. CouiJ*Y. Yes ; there should be one at Knife Island, too. 
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Mr. RvAN. That would be about 40 miles from the other lights? 

Mr, CoDLBV, Yes, 

Mr. Ryan. It would be more than that. 

Mr. Ste^'ens. You consider that the light on Split Rock is neces- 
sary, and the other is advantageous^ 

Mr. CouLBT, Yes, 

The Chairman. Your company operates vessels under the same 
conditions that all the other people operate under up there? 

Mr. Coni-BV, Ye-s. 

The Chairman. There is nothing exceptional in that situation in 
regard to your company which should make you prefer Split Rock? 

Mr. Coii-BY, No. 

The Chairman. Very well. Tvet that go for a minute. What 
else is there? 

Mr, Cot'lby. Here is another place where a light-house of the first 
order and fog signal are required, on Gull Island, which is an exten- 
sion of Michigan Island. A year ago last fall one of the ships I 
managed went ashore there, and it cost us about a quarter of a million 
dollars to get her off. This fall another large steel steamer went 
ashore, and they very nearly lost her, in precisely the same place. 
That makes it necessar>' because there is no light to guide them for 
these islands in approaching' from the eastward. There is a light on 
Michigan Island, on the westerly end of it, but it is of absolutely no 
use because the light is on the westerly end of the island and can not 
be seen from the eastward. 

Mr. Ryan, What was that put there for? 

Mr. CouLBY. That was put there in the old days when Bayfield 
was a trading point and Ashland was unknown. 

The Chairman. You say it is on the western end of the island and 
can not be seen? 

Mr. CoDLBY. It is right thei-e [indicating on chartl. and the island 
is high so that you can not see that until yon get right here [indi- 
cating on chart] . 

The Chairman. Now, as to Gull Island, you do not want a light- 
house there? 

Mr. CoiuiiY. That light-house is of very little use thei*. 

The Chairman. Would not a gas buoy without the light-house 
there be sufficient? 

Mr, Coi'LBY, No: there ought to be a gmxl light on Gull Island. 

The Chairman, Do you know what it would cost to put one there? 

Mr. CoL'LBY. $100,000. 

The Chairman. A little thing like that does not cut much ice, I 
suppose. 

Mr, Coii.BY. Not with the amoiuit of commerce that comes in ther-?. 

Mr. Ryan. Might that other light be abandoned then? 

Mr. Coi'iJiv. >o; if ought to be on the other end of the island. 

The Chairman. If that was abandoned, would not people coming 
from Ashland make the same complaint that you make now? 

Mr. CouiBY. Xo; for the reason that when a man is going out he 
is coming out of this pocket all the time [indicating on chart]. He 
does not need it so much, but that is the guide for a ve-^sel getting 
in here [indicating on chart]. 

The Chairman. He wants to know the wav out, too. 
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Mr. CouLBY. I have never heard of a man who would care much 
for that light going out as compared with having a guide coming in. 

The Chairman. It is quite safe to say that when that light was 
put there that was what the mariners wanted there. 

Mr. CouLBY. You can not see that light when you get abreast of 
it on this course [indicating on chart]. 

The Chairman. Why do you say that you need a light of the first 
order there? There is no shoal water there. 

Mr. CouLBY. This end of the island, which is submerged [indicat- 
ing on chart] is Upper Michigan Island. 

The Chairman. I thought this was (hill Island away out here 
I indicating on chart]. 

Mr. Cot'LBY. That is (Jull Island Shoal ; that little spot there [in- 
dicating on chart 1. 

Mr. Ste*t:n8. What is the commerce of Ashland? 

Mr. CoiLBY. I should say alxiut 7.000,000 tons— probably 3,000.000 
tons. 

Mr. Stevens. Is it on>? 

Mr. CouLBY. Ore and coal and grain. 

Mr. Stevens. Lumber? 

Mr. Cot'LBY. Yes; there is quite a little lumber out there, I think 

possibly Captain can tell you about that. I am now speaking 

for all of our captains who have taken this matter up and made this 
recommendation, and for the Lake Shore Carriers" Association. 

Mr. Stevens. Which is of the more importance, the one at Gull 
Island, or that at Split Rock? 

Mr. CotLBY. Split Rock is the most important, because there is such 
a great volume or commerce going to l>ulnth. Split Rock is more im- 
portant for the Ashland trade. 

The Chairman. Wiiat is your next proposition? 

Mr. CoriJiY. That is on the Straits of Mackinac. The next proposi- 
tion is to give us a i>ermaneiif fog signal at ^ATiite Shoal instead of a 
light-ship. 

The Chairman. MTiat is the matter with the light-ship? 

Mr, Ouu.BY. The matter with the light-ship is that because of the 
fear of the running ice they do not put it out until late in the spring, 
and for fear of ice forming they take it in in the fall too early, for 
fear there will be ice, they sometimes take it in quite a little while 
before ice begins to form, and that is the most im[>ortaut turning 
point on I^ake Michigan (o-day. All the ships coming from Lake 
Superior and Lake Erie and Lake Huron turn there, either to make 
this direction or that direction [indicating on chart |, 

Mr. Ryan, ^^^lat do they make iheir course by, then? 

Mr. Coi'i.Bv. By this light-ship at White Shoal. 

Mr. Ryan. MTiat is the trouble with that light-ship? 

Mr. CouLBY. As I have said, in the spring they do not i)ut it out 
until all the ice has cleared out of the lakes, and in the fall they take 
it in earlier for fear of the ice forming. There is a good deal of cur- 
rent through those straits, \^'liat they want there is a permanent 
light, a light-house instead of a light-ship. Thei-e is the keynote, 

fentlemen, to I>ake Michigiin in the spring and fall of the year. In 
act at all times. 
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The Chaihman. Voii suy at nil times. What proportion of the 
vessels* f;o down by White Shoals, and what proportion go south be- 
tween (Jniys Reef and — what is it, AVaiikeshon? 

Mr. CouMiY, Sometimes boat« go around this way [indicating], if 
they are going to Escaiiaba and Manitowo<v and wimetimes Chicago; 
but if they can go between Simmons Keef and HTiite Shoal they 
keep it to starboard going up. 

The Chairman. As it is now, ail your ves.sels coming through the 
Straits, coming west, come through where there are a large number 
of light vessels, light-ships, around there, and have to tnrn at a place 
that is not very wide ? 

Mr. CoL'LBY. Yes. 

The Chairman. And you want a permanent mark then*, so that 
you can tell it at all times of the year? 

Mr. CoiTijiv. Yes. 

The Chairman. The trouble there is in the spring? 

Mr, Cori.BY. Yes, and in the fall: more in the fall. 

The Chairman. More in the fall? 

Mr. CouLBV. Yes. The Light-House Board gets afraid of the ice 
and takes the light-ship away. 

The Chairman. How early? 

Mr. Cori^BV. Ten, fifteen, or twenty days before navigation closes. 

Mr. Ryan. Do you mean early in November? 

Mr. C()i'i.nv. Xo. 

The Chairman. They do not take in the light-ship in the fall 
until it couimenc^s to freeze or there is great danger of it? 

Mr. Coti.nv. Oh ves, they do. 

The Chairman, t think that vou will find that von are mistaken 
about that. What will that cost! on White Shoal? 

Mr. Coiu.Bv. I do not know; that will prol>ably cost more than any 
of them. It is deep water there. If will probably cost $l'2,5,O00 to 
put a permanent light on Wiite Shoal, 

The Chairman. Yes; it would be a rather expensive proposition. 

Mr. Coi^i.BY. That is the most e.xpensive of the three. The cheap- 
est one would l)e the Split Rock one. 

Mr. Ryan. You have one more, have you '( 

Mr. Coii.BY. Yes: we have one more only. 

The Chairman. MHiei-e is this? 

Mr. Cot i-Hv. Down in Sontheast Shoal off the North Maiiitou. 
There is a gas bnoy there now, and we would like a light-ship with a 
fog whistle. 

The Chairman. WTiere is that? 

Mr. CoriJiY. On the Southeast Shoal, off North Manitoii Island. 

The Chairman. The Sontheast Shoal? 

Mr. Coi'iJtv. Yes. 

The Chair.man. We now have a fii-st-order light, or perhaps it is a 
■ second-order light, off North Maniton. 

Mr. CouLBY, Ves, 

The Chairman. And one at South Maniton? 

Mr. Coi'i.BY. Yes; but you have a gas buoy oil the Southeast .Shoal, 
off North Maniton ? 

The Chaibsian. Yes. 
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Mr, CotiLBY. The gas buoy the^ can not find in foggy weather. 
They want something there that will make a noise, so that they will 
have warning when there is a fog. Nearly all of the ships coming 
down come through that passage, and they can not tell from the 
Manitou bnoy just how far they are off it, and they want something 
to designate that Southeast Shmil. so as to get through there. 

The Chairman. They can tell pretty closely where they are with- 
out that. 

Mr. CouLBT. They can not tell close enough to get through there. 
That is the trouble. It is quite a little distance form that Southeast 
Shoal to North Manitou. and the fog wliistle is pretty deceptive. 

The Chairman. For the same reason they would want a light-ship 
evervwhere where they have u fog whistle. 

Mr. CoTTi-BY, They have got to keep awav from this ) indicating 
on chart] and they have to keep away from tliat Pyramid Point, and 
they want something to determine just where that is. 

Mr. Ryan. Have there been any wrecks there recently i 

Mr. CouLBY. Ye-s, some. We had one boat that went on tile shoals, 
trying to keep off South East Shoal. There was one on North Mani- 
tou last year, 

Mr. Ryan. The principal commerce gtN'H through that |>ort? 

Mr. Coui.BY, They are afraid to go out this way, for fear of this 
shoal [indicating on phart]. If they could get out this way | indicat- 
ing] the^ have clear water up Lake Michigan, 

The Chairman, Personally I want a pretty strong case befoi-e 
I favor a light-shi]}. It is expensive, and is very expensive to main- 
tain. It costs $5,000 or $10,000 a year to maintain a light-ship, and 
on account of the depreciation it is far more expensive than anything 
else. 

Mr, Coui-BY. If we can get something that can make a noise, that 
is all we want. The trouble witli bell buoys is that if it is foggy, 
there is no wind, it is still. Now, we have a good many more things 
that are being brought up: but those, in our judgment, are the most 
important things and they are very necessary. 

Mr. Ryan. Have any of the thfngs you have asked for now ever 
been asked for before ? 

Mr. Coui.BY, No; except that (Jul! Island was asked for; but we 
were unable to agree as to just where to put it. 

The Chairman. These aids which you have asked for now are 
located in either Lake Superior or Lake Michigan? 

Mr, Coui.BY. Yes. 

The Chairman, Are there none in the Straits? 

Mr, CouLBY, No; the one that I have a,sked for is in the Straits; 
that is, we c^U it in the Straits. 

The Chairman. That is White Shoal! 

Mr. CoDLBY. We call that in the Straits. 

The Chairman. Thai is' in I.iake Michigan. But there is a long 
space there that is in the Straits. 

Mr. CouLBY. I have not heard of anybody asking for anything 
more in the way of permanent light-houses. 

TheCnAiR.MAN. Do you know what we have provided up there 
that are not erected ? 

Ml'. C/OiTLBY. No, sir, 
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The Chaibman. The difficulty with iis is that one set of gentlemen 
will appear before us at one time and insist that certain things are 
absolutely necessary and essential for navigation, and then another 
set will come before us, and they never heard of such a thing. We 
provided in the last Congress for a number of aids to navigation that 
apparently you do not think aie necessary. 

Mr. CouLBv. I would not say that. 

The Chairjian, You do not know whei-e they are, uiid you have not 
indicated that thev are necessary, although last year the Lake Car- 
riers' Association insisted that they could not live without them. 

Mr. CoiiLBY. I cuti go on and give you a lot of other things that are 
necessary. 

The Chaikman. I think it would be a good thing for you to go 
along and tell us what they are and where they are, because we want 
to know. 

Mr. Coi;i.BY. The upper end of Saint Mary's River. Our captains 
ask that a light ship or a fog signal be placed on this Gross Cap. 
There are a lot of shoals making out here [indicating on chart]. 
They ask for a light ship to l>e plac«d on Gross Cap as a guide to 
them coming down there in foggy weather. The masters ask that 
a light ship be placed on Gross Cap at the head of the Soo River, 
right opposite Point Iroquois. There is a gas buoy there now. 

The Chairman. What is it that you want there now! 

Mr. CouLBr. A light ship with a bell or fog signal attachment. 

The Chairman. For the same reason that you want one down 
there? [Indicating on chart.] 

Mr. Coi-LBY. At South East Shoal? 

The Chairman. Yes. 

Mr. Coi'LBY. Yea. In foggy weather tliey can not find the gas 
buoy and can not tell where it is. If they Iiave something there to 
ma£e a noise they can locate it in foggy weather. 

The Chairman. What do they do now? 

Mr. CouLBY. They take the chance on finding it. There are a good 
many fellows go on the bottom on one side or the other. 

The Chairman. They do not have accidents down around there 
very often, and if they do it is through bad seamanship. The ques- 
tion is whether it interferes with the .speedy movement of the vessels, 

Mr. CouLDY. That stops them. They have to wait until it clears 
up and they can see the gas buoy and where it is. 

The Chairman. I was out on Lake Michigan in a light-house tender 
last summer, and we never stopped for anything or stopped to pick 
up anything. 

Mr. CouLBY. They stop there a good deal when they can not pick 
up that buoy. 

The Chairman. That is needed for the same reason. TiTiat else 
have you ? 

Mr. CouLBY. On this question of gas buoys I did not prepare a 
brief. 

The Chairman. The Department has authority to erect gas buoys 
out of the appropriation. 

Mr. CocLBY. There ought to be an acetylene gas buoy at that point, 
in that same group of Apostle Islands, on York Island. Those 
islands are the only place a boat can make a lee in a northeaster^ 
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and thwe was ii veAsel loHt there last year, and there were a niimber 
of lives lost. That was last season. There is nothing out there to 
denote the turning point. 

Mr. RvAN. What are tliey trying to make thei-e? 

Mr. Coi'LDY. To get in back of the island, or to come down to 
Duluth or Su[>erior. It will save all this running around here 
[indicating on chart], I do not think it is a question of saving life, 
but of saving projjerty. The Sarona went out there, and there was 
not anything to denote just where she was to turn, and she came in 
and struck one of these reefs, and there was a total loss. They are 
all now afraid of it. They could make those islands in a northeaster 
if thev Could only find something there to denote a turning point. 
I think that of all the places on the lake where a good buoy is needed, 
it is right at that place, when you take into account the saving of 
life ana of property. 

The Chairman. Do a great many of the boat,s make both those 
points coming from Duluth ? 

Mr. CouLBr. This is right in the course, and if there is a north- 
easter coming down, especially they like to make the lee of the 
islands; but there have been so many accidents coming in there that 
they are all afraid of it. If thev get a little too far down they are 
on these shoals [indicating on chart], and if they turn a little too 
quick they are on these shoals there [mdicatingj. This would make 
a g<K>d lee, especially for those little fellows, if they get caught out in 
heavy weather. 

The Chairman. If vou got that how long would it be before you 
would want a light-ship theix' with a fog signal ? 

Mr. CoiLBi'. I'robably not very long. After they began to find 
out what an advantage there was in being able to make the lee of 
those islands in heavy weather it would not be veiv long. 

Mr. RvAK. WHiat do they do now with a vessel that is alirea.st of 
the Apostle Islands in heavy weather? 

Mr. CoiTi,By. They have to go out and take it, unless they want 
to take the chance of going m there and take the risk of being 
wrecked. 

Mr. RvAN. I would be glad if you would put those figures in the 
record. 

Mr. CoiLBY. We would l)e glad to do that. 

The Chairman. Do not take the time to do that now. Is there 
anything else; are there any othei-s? 

Mr. G>ui.BY. No others that 1 know of, except thone that I think 
have been provided for in the way of gas buoys for the made chan- 
nels. 

The Chairman. There is this in connection with the light-ship 
question. Tlie Government is now exi>erimentiiig, or has been, with 
the.se submarine signals, and if that is a success, as the people who 
know about it claim that it is, I do not know but it might l>e possible 
to have some mechanism to oix>rate bells under water at all of these 
places, instead of fog signals. Fog signals are not very satisfactory. 

Mr. CoL'LBY. We are going to test that out on tlie lakes this year. 
We are going to have one or two of thosti submarine signals |)ut in 
and test that witli our ships. We are very much interested in that. 
But the trouble is this: They have got to have deep water for sub- 
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marine signals. They may work it out. We will know all about it 
next fall. 

The Chairman. It will be a gy^at thing if it proves successful. 

Mr. CouLBV. Yes. We are quite willing to expend any amount of 
money that is reasonable, ourselves, to test that. 

The Chairman. I must leave yon now, I am sorry to say. Mr. 
Stevens will continue and hear anything further that you may have 
to say. I do not know whether we can get a bill through Congress 
this year, or try to, or not. We have got to tr^' to provide for some 
lightkeepers' buildings, because there are many places where it is out 
oi the question to get any sort of good service in bad weather unless 
we provide some sort of place for the men to live close to the light- 
houses. Just how it will be in regard to this matter this year I do 
not know. We have provided more aids to navigation in the last two 
or three years than have been provided before at any time within the 
history of the country, I guess. 

Mr. fJouLDEK. I would like to leave this thought in your mind: 
You know that thing is growing. It is like a boy growing ont of his 
clothes, and it is growing more and more, and tKiiigs ai-e developing, 
and every year it is getting to be a more remarkable thing. 

The Chairman. "V ou mean the lake navigation ? 

Mr, GouLDER. Yes. 

The Chairman. Yes, I understand that ; bnt you want to remember 
one thing: There is no way of taking a dollar out of the Treasury 
without putting it in the Treasury, You gentlemen pay nothing 

Mr. CoDLBY. Yes, we do. 

The Chairman. Practically nothing, in local or general taxes. 

Mr. CouLBY. We pay a lot of money back to the people in this 
country for what they do. 

The Chairman. I am not comphiining; but you do not pay much, 
and you always want money expended. Of course conditions should 
be improved and commerce should bo free, in order that rates of 
freight should be low. 

(Mr. Stevens here assumed the chair, Mr. Mann having left the 
committee room.) 

Mr. Stiivens. Iji the bill that was passed last session we put in 
everything that was called to our attention. 

Mr. Coi;lby. I will just state one item of freight alone. In ll'Ol 
the movement of iron ore from this end of Lake Superior to Duluth, 
Two Harbors, and Superior was 10,700,000 tons. In 1906— that is the 
year that we have just closed — the movement of ore alone from those 
three ports was 25.380.000 tons. Now, there is no place in the world 
where as much freight is moved on a body of water of the same size 
as on these lakes, and tiiere is no place in the world where we are so 
much dependent upon the aids to navigation — lights, light-ships, and 
buovs — as we ai-e on the Lakes, for the simple reason that we can only 
navigate during the summer. In the winter it is frozen up. I think ' 
I can safely say that last year fully one-third of our navigating 
season on Lake Superior was through fog. I myself made three 
trips from the head of Lake Superior to the Soo on ships when we 
never saw anything; only once we caught the high land on Kewee- 
naw Point. 

Gentlemen, I respectfully take issue with the statement that we do 
not do anything for what we get. You. gentlemen, have given us 
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these aids to navigation through the deep diaimels, whidi have 
enabled us to do the increased volume of business which we have 
done. We have been able to do that Iwcause of these aids to naviga- 
tion and the deep channels. When you get up by this point [indicat- 
ing on ehartj and get to going into this pocket [indicating] with 
your compass you do not know anything at all about it. There have 
I)een ships strewn all along that north shore from Duluth up to the 
head of the islands. It is absolutely necessary, and as to the reason 
why we have not been heit- before for some of these important things, 
I can only say that it is from the fact that our business has been 
growing so fast, and it has been so much in the pioneer stage, that 
we have not gotten ourselves together. We have had ships going 
ashore here and there, all along; but the trouble is that we have not 
gotten together. Rnl wt- have now got our organization snugged 
up and arrangements made by which we are keeping track of tiiese 
things. 

Mr. Ryan. Tell us about the Lake Carriers' Association? 

Mr. Coui.HY. It i-epresents every ship that sails these lakes. I am 
only one member of this association, 

Mr. Steveks. Does not the Light-House Board treat you well f 

Mr. CouLBY. Ves; and we went over this year with the Light- 
House Board, and they were in hearty sympathy with this. 

Mr. Ste\'ens. When did you go over it ? 

Mr. CouLBT. Yesterday. 

Mr. Stevens, They have made no report to us. 

Mr. CotiLBy. Yes; it has not got around to you yet. 

Mr. Stevens. The difficulty is that every part of the w»uiitrv is 
pressing for aids to navigation, and we can not make a separate bill 
lor encii one. but they have all got to be bunched, and put into an 
omnibus bill ; and we passed the largest bill last year that was ever 
passed in the histort- of the country, and we thought we treated the 
Lakes pretty well. 

Mr. Oui.itY. You did: and we are not complaining at all; but we 
are glad and we are thankful for what you have done. 

In coming here to-«lay we have not brought before you every proj- 
ect that every man has put forward. We did not think that it was 
right to come <lown here and ask for everything that every man asked 
for; but we cut out everything e.\c*pt what tliey were unanimously 
agreed upon was absolutely necessary. If there was any division of 
opinion, and some man said " I don\ know about that,'' we did not 
consider it at all: but these things that we have brought up here 
to-day are those things that have l>een unanimously agreed upon as 
being necessities. 

Mr, Ryan. We have that same thing said to us in regard to 
projects on the Pacific raast and the Atlantic coast, and the (iulf 
coast, and over in our island possessions. 

Mr. Cot'i,BV. Yes: I suppose so. 

Mr. Stevens. The thing of fiiNt importance here, vou sav. is Split 
Rock! 

Mr. Coii.BY, Yes. 

Mr. Stevens, And the second in importance would be Gull Island? 

Mr. Coii.BY'. Yes. 

Mr. .Stevkns. And the third in iniportamre would be Wliite Shoal? 
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Mr. Goi'i.BY. Yes. 

Mr. Stex-ens. And the fourth wouJd be whnt ? 

Mr. CoiLBY. The fourth would be the Koufjh Shoals, the South 
East Shoals. But. fr''ntlempn, they are all unanimounly in favor of 
this. 

Mr. Ryan. How about Maniton? 

Mr. Ohi-bv. Tliat iw Manitou Island to South East Shoals. 

Mr. Ryan. I do not think they need that very badly. 

Mr. Coii-Bv. There is need for Homething on White Shoals. Of 
course it is not needed there all the time. But there oufrht to be » 
light-house on White Shoals. It is the turning point. You have got 
to go by theiv to go any plaw on Ijake Mi«'liigan, east or west orr 
south ; vou have got to go by White Shoals. 

Mr. livAs. If White Siioals was replaced by a light-house, it would 
be well to take that liglit-hous*^ down to Manitou ; out I do not think 
otherwise it would l)e. 

Mr. (ioii.uER. We have put these projeL-ts in the order of import- 
ance. AVe sav that if we can get them all, we will be glad. But the 
first on our list is the fii-st in importance in the minds of the lake 
navigators, and the second on our list is the second, and so as to the 
third and the fourth. 

Mr. Stevens. We have a hearing on Saturday on a Pacific coast 
project, and at that time I gave notice that I sliould insist on con- 
sideration of some lake project.s. You had better get here what you 
have by that time. 

Mr. CoiiJiY. We have it here now. 



Mr, SnEAni.E. In answer to the question as to whether these things 
recommended are the most important things, I would say that a num- 
ber of communications were presented fo the Lake Carriers' Associa- 
tion meeting held at Detroit last week, and then a committee took 
those and went over them, and codified them, and thev were then pre- 
sented to the entire Lake Carriers' Association, and tliis is the result. 

Mr. Got'r,ORR. I presume that we had at that meeting considerably 
more than 100 individual owners and managers present. How many 
were there. Mr. Sheadle? 

Mr. Sheam-e. How many individuals? 

Mr. GouLDEB. Yes. 

Mr. SnE.M>i.E. Those representing nearly 500 ships. 

Mr. GrotJLDEB. We always, as a feature of our annual meeting, have 
a dinner, and 1 think thei-e must have been eighty at that dinner. 
There were at the meeting those representing every kind of interest, 
bulk freighters and lake Imes, and big and little, and everything. 

Mr. Stevens. Do you know whether the Light-House Board would 
be ready to report, if we summoned them here on Friday, on any of 
these propositions? 

Mr. GoDLDER. I think they would l)e ready to report. I should 
judge — of course they have liot committed themselves in anything — 
that they would be ready to i-eport favorably on each of lhese"pr<iposi- 
tion.s. 
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Mr. Stevenb. They are ready to give their opinion ami informa- 
tion? 

Mr. GotTLDER. Yes. 

Mr, Ryan. Without reference to the engineer in charge? 

Mr. (JofLDKR. The engineer in charge has gone over this. That is, 
Captain Keller. I i-emenil)er we had a joke about it; he was captain 
that evening, and was to be major the next day. He is now Major 
Keiler. We went over it with htm very, very carefully, and what- 
ever may l)e the proces-s. I think, my impression is, he is quite im- 
pressed with the.se things and the vahie and the necessity of them; 
and then if you can judge anything by the expressions made by the 
Light-House Board hei-e, I shotdd say that they were favorably im- 
pr^sed, that their opinion would be favorable on this. We went 
over with them more things than we have gone over here, and dis- 
cussed them, and it was after discu-ssion with them that we prepared 
our brief, and we have agreed with them to .submit either a similar 
brief or a copy of this we have, as a memorandum for their further 
consideration; but I should say from their expres.sions that if your 
committee would pass this thi-ough, if we could get this through, 
they would be in favor of it. I thing that is their mind about it. 

Mr. Ste\'en8. There is only one safe way to protect the interests 
of the Government. We realize the importance of lake traffic, but 
the very moment we let down the bars the Pacific coast would swamp 
us with request.s; and we always insist on a certain course of pro- 
cedure, and that is the only way we can protect ourselves and the 
House and Congres.^ and the Treasury, because every Congrftssman 
would come here and take his chances on the approval of tlie board 
afterwards. We want things to come up in the regular way. 

Mr. Goi^LDEK. Now, Mr. Stevens, we are extremely careful about 
that, or try to be, and we tried last year with the district officer and 
the Light-House Board, and with your committee. We try to bring 
forward only those things which can be thoroughly justified, not 
from any particular interest or point of view. Our Lake Carriers' 
Association, vou must understand, is not one which deals with locali- 
ties, with individual matters of any kind. We will not do it and do 
not do it. But since we are an organization, representing and in- 
cluding in our organization all the lake interests, we endeavor to con- 
fine ourselves, and I think have pretty succes-sfully done so. (o those 
things which are of and for the general interest. We try religiously 
to observe that rule. 

Mr, Stevens. I wanted you to realize our Hituation, and the fact 
that we have a regular course of procedure, and Ihat it is necessary to 
protect ourselves and Congress. 

Mr. Cioi:ij>ER. Yes. We have taken this up with the district officer 
and with the Light-House Board, and have given them the data 
which we leave with you: and we believe, earnestly and seriously 
believe, that the things we present are those things which are of 
general interest, which are important, and which do, upon the closest, 
most perfect investigation, justify themselves as being necessary and 
worth the cost, to the Government, to the general cause represented 
by your committee, and the Light-House Board. I do not think that 
you will find the Lake Carriers' Association ever coining, consciouslv. 
with a thing that is not of general interest to navigation, and of suffi- 
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cient importance. Of course, we all realize tlie difficulty about the 
money, the cost, and all that sort of thing, and we have that in mind 
when we figure out these things. We try to put ourselves, each one 
of ufij in (he position that you as an individual are in, as a member 
of this committee, and we try to take that point of view and not ask 
things that are not important and do not justify themselves. 

And we are willing to submit this to any investigation that could 
be possible from any point of view, and we court that sort of inouiry 
and investigation into it, and we Iwlieve that we know we are right, 
and that no investigation conid furni.sh any flaw at all, or do other 
than strengthen the representations that we make. 

We leave this with you, with every asurance that that is the wise. 
If it in not, we are mistaken ; and we think we know, of course. 

Mr. Stevens. Yosj you do know, of course. We idealize that. 

Mr. Goi'LDER. It IS not the vessel owner; it is not the shipper. 
We have now come to the point with our association where we have 
the masters with us. It is not the master of one Heet, but the 
masters of various fleets who make their reports, and the Shipma.s- 
ters" Association make their report, and we sift it all out, giving a 
great deal more time to it than, of course, it would be possible for a 
committee of Congress to give to this particular department of the 
work, because you have so many departments; and we seek to come 
here to your committee and say, "Now, here is the best judgment 
that can be got from the people who are transacting 75,000,000 tons 
of commerce up there. Ilere is the best judgment we can give you.'' 
-\jid we want to be reasonable about it, anu we do not want to ask 
anything but what is i-easonable, 

Mr, Stevens. You ai* doing just right, and we have confidence in 
you, and rely on you; only we want you to understand that we 
exact the same thing of others, and we can not give you a bite now. 
and another fellow a bite a month later, and another ne.xt ses.sion. 
We have to limit the thing. If we gave you the things that the 
lake people wanted, we would have the Gulf people, and the North 
Atlantic and the South Atlantic and the New England coast people, 
asking us for the same thing, and the Pacific const i)eople. We 
have to adopt a uniform plan, and take these things and bnng them 
all together, as you do in the interests of the lakes; and in order to 
do that we have to rely on you, snd w? do rely on you in cooperation 
with the Light-House Board. 

Mr. GorLDER. You may rely on these i-epi-esentations we make as 
Iwing general. 

Mr. Stevens. Only, we have to exact that you have to go through 
the same routine that others do with the Light-House officials. 

Mr. Gouij)ER. We do; and the only idea that I wish to convey is 
that we have sifted this carefully. We are not coming here without 
the greatest care in ascertaining what should be for the good of that 
commerce. We have done it, and done it thoroughly, and have done 
it honestly, and in good faith, and with no particular or special 
interest in the matter at all, but for the general advantage of that 
trade, that commerce, up there. 

Mr. CouLBV. As I understand, it is nece.ssary to have the re(oiu- 
mendation of the Light-House Board, ami, of course, ihey in turn 
would want the recommendation of the district officer. 
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Mr. Stb\kxs. Yes; that is the uiiiforui couiiie of procedure. I do 
not think we put a single thing in the bill last year exceijt after that 
course. We put in $2,300,000 worth of work, and that represented 
probahly 50 or 7."i diifei-ent pi-ojects. You se* the necessity for fol- 
lowing that I'oui-se. 

Mr. Coi'LDY. Yes; I do. That is the way wo have gone at it. We 
have boiled the whole thing down. We took the whole thing up 
with the Light-House Board and they have jurisdiction over such 
things as the placing of a few more gas buoys in the main channel ; 
but the only tningj that we thought we would bring up before you 
gentlemen were the things that i-equired legislation. We just took 
those. The Light-House Hoard jK-opIe entii'ely agreed with us on the 
gas buoys. They said " If we get the money, you ought to have them, 
and we will give them to you," IJiit legislation was i-equired for 
these things. 

Mr, Steveks. Mr, Young, repre,senting the upper iieninsula of 
Michigan, brought up a light that he wanted at Grand Island. Is 
there anything more? 

Mr. Sheadle. Nothing more than this, except that there is no place 
of refuge between Kewenuw Point and White Fish Bay, a stretch of 
water of 120 miles. 

Mr. Gouu>ER. It is more than that. It is 110 miles from Mar- 
quette to White Fish Point. 

Mr. CouLBT, It is alwut 120 or 130 miles. [Measuring on chartj 
120 or 130 miles, 

Mr. SiiE.vr>LE. Munissiiig Bay is one of the best protected bays and 
it has been somewhat neglected in its range lights, or rather the 
ranges, and vessel interests have asked that some new ranges be put 
in there so that they can get in. That is a very simply proposition. 

Mr. Stevens. Did your association consider that question at all? ' 

Mr. RiiEADt^. Yes, sir. AVe took that up with the Light-House 
Board. We did not know that any legislation was required. 

Mr. Stevens. I do not know that there is, 

Mr. Sheadle. It was one of the general items, 

Mr. GoiiLDER. Ye.s. 

Mr. CoiTLBY. I want to thank you on behalf of myself and the com- 
mittee for. the kind consideration that you have given us. We have 
these things very much at heart, because we think we need them, not 
only for our ships, but to develop the commerce of the Lakes. 

At .'".SO o'clock p. m, the subcommittee adjourned. 

January Id. 1907. 
Tn the HuiUH'ahle Committee on Intcrtlatr unit Fiircif/n C'rmmerre. 

Gentleuen: We Tef>iie('tfull,v ur(n> the nei-esslty tn tbe rapidly Krowlog <-odi- 
men-e of the Oreat Lakes of the following nlda to navlgatioD. These have becu 
<-nn8ldere<I witb the greatest care by our assoctatlon and Ite ivmDiittees after 
full conference with the inasterfi of the Hbliiii, and they liiivi> rei-elvetl the 
enmeHt recorainendntion of the masters and pilots In ttieir asaoi-lBtlons : 

1. A ItKht-houae of the second i>r«ler. with f(«-slRnHl atiachmeat. to be 
ei-eited on the north shore of Lake Sui>erlor. In the vicinity of SiiHt [Ux-k. 
^[hiTu-sotii. preferiihly on Cai'biirunduni Point, \ylng about half a mile north of 
Split Hock. There Is at present no light-house on the north shore of Lake 
Superior between Grand Mnrals anil Two Harltom. and It la extremely dlffl- 
<'Olt to locate Two Harbors in a f()g or rtoriii. owlnic to the uncertain varlntlon 
of the compass on the north shore of Ijike Superior, due to the rant metallk' 
ileiH'Ml.s In that vicinity, and also owiiif! to the ilHiigeroHH clinrnctei' of the 
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ctiaet all al»iiK the u»rtli sbovp. During the iiHNt two yonrR tlipn; have been 
dlsasterB tn tbie viclultr auiouutiug to uver $2,000,000. the total loss of tiie 
Rteumer Lafayetti: the barge ilatlvira. the Rtentnt^r Spencer, and the barge 
Penningloa, and serious damage to the stetuuer Hiliiibin-ii, tbe hart^ Hanila. 
the Btyniiier Gfvrgc W. I'vari-n. aiirt iitliers. 

It Is the experleuiv and otihiliin of iiinaters that th!» is the natural plai-e 
to mnke a landfall hi appi'oachlng the head of Lake Superior, nod a jcood 
light and a (iuod fog Rlinial at that point would invntly enhance the safety of 
navigation In all weathers at the head of the lake. 

2. A light-house of the Kocund order with fug-sl^al attuc-lmientis ou the 
easterly end of Gull Island, which lies to the extreme east of tbe Apostk 
Group of Islands at the bead of Lake Su|>erlcir. A year ii^o the steamer 
William B. Cuffff went asbon- ou tbls submerged reef, reaultlnx In a loss of 
about 8 quarter of a luilllou dollara. I.a9t fall the steel titeaiiier Ireland went 
ashore In the same plat^-, resultluK in a loss of about 8200.000. There Is a 
light-house on the westerly eud of MIehlgan Island, uf wbich Gull Island Is u 
eontlnuatlon easterly, but the Michigan Island Light <-an not be seen by marin- 
ers approaching from the eastward until they are abreast of tbe light. Michi- 
gan Island Light was estalriisbed many years ago when there was no trading 
ln,to Ashland, uod was a guide to mariners from the Portage Canal and 
Ontonagon to Bay Field before tbe developnient of the great ore shipping 
point of Ashland. 

8. The establlshtuoit of a permanent li(;bt-hou»e of the third or fuiurth order, 
with a fog-signal attaebment. od White Shoal Straits of Mackinac. This shoal 
Is now marked with a light-ship, but through fear of running Ice In the spring 
and fall, this llgbt-ship can not be put In pcisltlon In the spring until late, and 
Is takeu In early lu the fall liefore navigation closi-s. leaving the shoal with no 
visible mark an a guide to the masters. Furthermore, this In tbe development 
uf navigation hui* beeoiue the turnbut |ioiut for ships navigating either way 
Ihningh tlie Straits of Mackinae. 

4. The esta1>lislimeut of ii Hght-sbip with fog-slguHl atlacliinent on Southeast 
Rhual. Xtirth' Manltou. \ei-y lni|Hirtniit ami rapldl)' Increasing commerce Is 
passing this place, wblcti is right In the main tracli of abli>s trading to tixe 
u[iper end of l^ike Micblgau. and In M'hlch viciult>' there have l>ei'u serious 
dbmaters vt-itbln tbe last few ,vears. 

K.'siie.-triilly subiiiltlitl for .vour fiivoralile consldeniliim. 

Thk I^Kt Cabhiehs" AsaOllATION. 
Ily.T. 11. SuKAiii-K. yiir-rrrKiiU'nt. 



COJIMITTEE ON LnTMSTATE AXII ritIU':u;N 0>MMJiK<^. 

HoirsE OF Represextatives. 
Wanhhifftvii, D. C, Friday, January 18. 1907. 
The CQiumittee met this day at 10.30 o'clock a. m., Hon. William 1*. 
HepbiifJi in the chair. 



Mr. Clmhman. Mr. Chairmun, I wanted to bring u inalter to the 
iittentioii of the committee this mornint;. and perhiiiw it will take me 
seven or eight miinite.s. 

The Chaihman. AVe lm»'e a special order thi-s morning, but I r'lip- 
jKise your statement is sliort. 

Mr. Mann. I may say, Mr. Chairman, in that connection that there 
are several other gentlemen hei-e with light-house projects who would 
like to be heat^. Mr. Greeji, of Massachusetts, asks for a light vessel, 
and he has sf>nK' constituents here who wish to be heard mi that sub- 
ject, 

Mr. Ci'HHWAN. I have no objection, and can only say to the com- 
mittee that mv nresentation of it will not take any considerable 
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length of time, and I am willing that any gentleman should comment 
upon it. 

The matter that I wanted to bring to the attention of the committee 
is Senate bill C003, which passed the Senate on the 10th day of May. 
1906, a year ago. That bill provides in substance for the location and 
maintenance of a light -ship on Forty-Fathom Bank, off the entrance 
to Puget Sound, at a point known as Swiftsure Bank, and at a cost 
not to exceed $1.50,000. Heretofore, when I had this matter up, it 
was suggested by one member of the committee that the omnibus 
light-house bill which was passed a year ago, being H. R. 19432, and 
which was approved June 20, IflOfi, made general provision for all of 
the light-house districts in the United States, and tnat inasmuch as my 
State of Washington had been amply provided for on that bill, per- 
haps I ought not at this time to call up a special bill. I simply 
wanted to remark in pas.sing that that general omnibus light-house 
bill which was passed a year ago carried appropriations for the light- 
house service to the extent of $2,067,000, and of that amount there 
were two projects only cared for in the State of Washington, at a total 
of $15,000. 

Now, I merely mention that to show that in the bill of a year ago 
I did not commit a rape on the Treasury. 

Mr. Mann. Will you permit me to call vour attention to the fact 
that your figures are erroneous, both as to the amount of the bill and 
as to the amount carried for the State of Washington ? 

Mr. CusHMAN. I was going to modify that statement, so far as to 
say that the items provided for in the Thirteenth light-house dis- 
trict, in which my Congressional district is situated, aggregated 
$380,000; but the only two light-house establishments provided for 
in my State were a keeper's dwelling at Robinsons Point and a fog 
signal at Ediz Hook ; the keeper's dwelling to cost $5,000, and the fog 
signal to cost $10,000, making in all $15,000. 

Now, there was also aprovision to provide a light at the mouth of 
the Columbia River. Tnere was a light tender provided for the 
Thirteenth district, and a light provided for at Cape Hinehinhrook, 
Alaska. The two items for my State, however, aggregated only 
$15,000. 

Mr. Ryan. To what State do you credit the Columbia River item? 

Mr. CuSHMAN, The State of Oregon, ^^^len the upper Columbia 
Rivei' is improved it may be of benefit to the State of Washington, 
but at present the commerce of the Columbia River is chiefly advan- 
tageous to the city of Portland, Oreg. 

Coming to this bill. Senate bill 6003, a year ago, when this matter 
was under consideration, Senator Piles, of the State of Washington, 
secured the passage through the Senate of this inde[>endent bill pro- 
viding for this light-ship. I was unable at that time to get it favor- 
ably reported here, and therefore I called the attention of Senator 
Piles to the matter and suggested that he secure its insertion in the 
sundry civil bill in the Senate, and he did it last year, providing for 
an appropriation of $1.50,000 for a light-ship. It went to confer- 
ence, and the conference committee would not agree to the retention 
of that item, and thei-efore, in a legislative sense, it was struck out. 
But through an error in the office of the enrolling clerk, the item was 
retained in the bill and signed in that form by the President and 
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printed in the law. I deem it proi>er to state, however, that neither 
Senator Pile.s nor myself ever attempted in any way to take advan- 
tage of that, and at the beginning of this session, at the suggestion 
of Mr, ^fann, the gentleman from Illinois, I went to the House Com- 
mittee on Appropriations and had that Committee insert in the 
urgent deficiency bill, which was one of the first general appropria- 
tion bills of this session, an item repealing that item, and tnat was 
Sissed and approved in the early part of this session — approved on 
eceniber 19, 1906^ so that I stand, in a legislative sense, I think, 
with clean hands, where I did last session. 

Mr, Manx. There is ho donbt about that at all, Mr. Cushman. 
Nobody will question that. 

Mr. Cushman. Novf, coming directly to the merits of this bill, 
I thought perhaps my side of the matter might be aided a little bit by 
means of a chart or map, which I have prepared. One of the things 
which it seems to me is important in the consideration of this ques- 
tion is how much shipping goes in and out of Piiget Sound, The 
place where this light-snip is proposed to be located is at the entrance 
of Puget Sound, as I said in the beginning, and practically every 
ship that comes in and every ship that goes out of Puget Sound must 

()ass this point. The only exception to that rule is in the case of ^ips 
eaving Seattle and Tacoina, going up to southeastern AIa.ska, and to 



Vancouver and Victoria 

Now, in order that the committee may have some understanding of 
the magnitude of the shipping there, I had a little statement com- 
piled snowing the relative number of vessels in the foreign trade 
coming into Puget Sound as compared with Uiose coming into San 
Francisco and those coming into the port of Boston for the year 
1906, I wish the committee would give me their attention while I 
read these figures. 

The numlier of ves-sels that entered Puget Sound (foreign) for the 
year 1906 was 1,974 — almost 2.000 vessels; the number that entered 
Saji Francisco (foreign) during that same period was 397; the mim- 
lier entering Bo-ston (foreign) during that same period was 1,635, 
showing more foreign ves.sels entering Puget Sound tlian entered the 
harbor of Boston, and a great many times more than entered the har- 
bor of San Francisco. 

Mr. Mann. Are you sure those are foreign vessels out there, or are 
they ves.sels coming mostly from Alaska? 

Mr. Ci'fliiMAN. No, sir; they are foreign vessels. The vessels from 
Alaska are in the coastwise trade. I went to the Bureau of Statistics 
and also the Treasure Department, and they have no figures showing 
the coastwise trade, 

Mr. Mann, Did you get these figures from the Bureau of Statistics 
or the Government engineers? 

Mr. CnsHMAN. From the Bureau of Statistics. 

Mr. Stextins. Which way would the Alaska commerce come — 
inside the passage or outside? 

Mr. Cushman. Both ways. That fi-om Skagxvay and Sitka and 
Ketchikan goes out in the inside passage. The boats going up to 
Nome and Valdez and St. Michael and the month of the Yukon River 

fo out this way [indicating on map], so that the Alaska trade is 
ivided in that respect, 
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The Chairman. Those vessels that come in through this passage 
for Victoria and Vancouver — do you count them as vess^ela entering 
Puget Sound? Would they be included in (he 1,!)00 that you have 
mentioned ? . 

Mr. CisiiMAN. That would depend entirely upon whether or not 
they were foreign vessels and coining to .^jnerican ports. If they 
were foreign vessels, and after touching at Victoria and Vancouver 
came on into American territory, then, m my opinion, they shoidd be 
counted. 

Mr. Maxn. I think you have an erroneous notion alwut the nifor- 
matiim of the Bureau of Statistics with respect to foreigii vessels. 
A foreign vessel is a vessel that clears to and from a foreign port ; 
and most of the vessels that are marked as Iieing in the foreign trade 
and as coming into Puget Sound are. to my notion, vessels that clear 
fi-om just across the Straits. 

Mr, CusHMAN, Oh, I beg your pard<m. Perhaps I did not appre- 
hend the full meaning of the chainiian's question. 1 thought he 
wanted to know whether the vessels that came from China and 
Japan, etc.. and first touclx'd at Vancouver and Victoria were counted. 
They are; and also those vessels plying between Victoria and Van- 
couver and tlie American side are counted. 

Mr. Mann. A great many of those are what would be coastwise 
trade in any other place in the United States, except where they 
come in at the boundary line of the Uniti-d States and a foreign 
country. 

Mr. CrsiiiiAN. That is largely true. 

Mr. Stevens, But these figures do not include the vessels bound 
from San Francisco and other southern ports into Puget Sound? 

Mr. CiTsiiMAN. No. sir; the coastwise trade of that region is very 
large. 

Mr. Stevens. That is what I was going to ask yon. 

Mr. CrsHMAN. Yes; it is a very large coastwise trade. 

I will also read the figures covering vessels that cleared fi-om (he 
Puget Sound district. There were 2,020, and during the same period 
there cleared from San Francisco 382 vessels, and there cleared from 
Boston 1,404 vessels. Now, I thought those figures were important 
as showing the large number of vessels entering and leaving Puget 
Sound. 

Mr Bahti.ett. Is that anywheri' near where the terrible accident 
occurred ? 

Mr. CusiiMAN. Very near. 1 will refer to that in a moment. 

The Chaih-man. Will you point out on the map there the situation 
of Victoria ? 

Mr. Ci'SHiiAN. Ves. sir; Victoria is right hei-e (indicating on 
map] ; and for the benefit of the committee I will say, in explaining 
this map. that this [indicating] is the forty-nintTi parallel here, 
representing the iiiteniational Imundary line. AH of this [indi- 
cating] is the State of Washington. The international boundary 
Hue runs out along the forty-ninth parallel to the middle of 
rieorgia Straits at this point [indicating] and then runs down, fol- 
lowing practically the center of the water course, around here [indi- 
cating], and out lo there (indicating]. This lai^ island right in 
the jaws of Puget Sound is Vancouver Island, ri^t in the heart of 
British territorv. CiOO'Mc 

o 
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The Chairman. \Miere is the port of Vancouver? 

Mr. CisHMAN. Right here [indicating]. 

The Chairman. So that ves.sels plying between Puget Sound ports 
and Vancouver and Victoria would not pass the point of danger? 

Mr. Cpshman. No; that applies to local boats. But many of the 
boats from China and Japan make the port of Victoria, and then 
come down to the Sound. Those boats would make that point, 

Mr. Mann. AH the*e local boats are included in your list? 

Mr. Ct!8ii.MAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Mann. If there is one boat making a daily call, the report 
woiild show 36.5 foreign vessels? 

Mr. CusHMAN. Yes. 

Mr. M.\NN. That absohifely destroys the value of those statistics 
as compared with those covering the port of Boston and San Fran- 
cisco, 

Mr. CusiiMAN. Bv no means, in my judgment; because those ves- 
sels, of course, woufd not pass this particular point: but I suppose 
of the total number of vessels I have quoted, even if two-thirds of 
those were the local boats that would pa.ss this point, the number of 
vess-els which do pass is much greater than the number going in and 
out of the Golden Gate. I think that is tnie. 

Mr, Bartlett. Have you any way of ascertaining the number that 
ffo up toward Nome and Valdez and the mouth of t^e Yukon River? 

Mr. CrsHMAN. There aree perhaps two boats a week going out 
and two coming back in that Nome business. 

Mr. Mann. Have you examined the reports of the (Jovernment 
engineer to find out how many boats really passed out at this point? 

Mr. (VaHMAN. No. sir; I have not. 

Mr. Stevens. Can you tell us about the extent of the commerce 
south from San Francisco — what sixe of vessels and how many that 
would need this light? 

Mr. CrSHMAN. The principal company there is known there as the 
Pacific Coast Company. They have a larger number of ves.sels plying 
Iietween Pueet Sound and San Francisco than any other company. I 
think they have five or six vc^^sels in that trade. It is the principal 
comjiauy. 

Mr. Steaknm. There is no other coastwise corporation? 

Mr. CrsHMAN. There is the iunibi'r titiile. engaged in by sniling 
ves-sels. 

Mr. Maxn. Those aiv tramp steauiei's? 

Mr. CisiiMAN, No: not by any means. Tliey have l>een running 
regularly in that trade ever since I have been there — -sixteen j'ears. 
Perhaps two or three times a year making regular trips — sailing 
sch(Mmers and sailing shi])H. I would not cali a steamer of that kind 
a tramp ship. 

Mr. Mann. Yiiu ought to revise your vocabulary then. 

Mr, Ci'siiMAN. In my country a Imnip ship is one that may come 
in one year and not come in the next. 

Mr. Barti.ett. A tramp ship is one with no definite destination to 
which a cargo is to be carried. 

Mr. (iAiNEs. What do you say is a tramp ship? 

Mr. Ci'HiiMAN. My understanding of the term is that it is a ship 
that engages in the carrying trade between certain ports one year, 
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for I'xample. and not Hiuling it. gets employment that is iiiort- profit- 
iibfe at otVr ports, and changes its port and gets a cargo. 

Mr. Barti.ett. Having no definite ronte at all. except as biisiness 
may rcmiire it. 

itlr. Kennedy. AMiat would be the relative advantage of this im- 
provement accruing to each of the two nations? 

Mr. Ci:siiMAN, nliile there would be an advantage, of course, 
accruing to both of them, the chief advantage would accrue to the 
American people, because we have a greater trade passing that point. 
The cities on tne American side are largci", and there is more shipping 
comes to and goes out of the cities of Seattle and Tacoma by far than 
Victoria and Vancouver. 

Mr. Burke. The location of this light-ship would be almost on the 
international boundary line? 

Mr. CnsHMAN, Almost. They told me. according to the location 
given me by the light-house people, that it would be wholly within 
the American waters. It would be about 13 miles out, and if this line 
(indicating on map] were extended, of course it would show the light- 
ship in American waters. 

Mr. RvAN. Will you point out there on the map where the present 
aids to navigation are located, and tell us what they are? 

Mr. CusiiMAN. Yes. The principal aid to navigation in this im- 
mediate vicinity is one light, a first -onler light, located at Capo Flat- 
ten', visible at 19 miles, 

Mr. Mann. It should be visible at 17 miles. 

Mr. CusiiMAN. I got my infonnation from the Light-House Board. 
They have it quoted as 19 miles, but I would not put that up against 
the opinion of my friend from Chicago. 

Right across from that, at a distance of about 12 miles, on the Brit- 
ish coast, is Carmanah light, being a somewhat similar light — a flash- 
light — one flash at an interval ot sixteen seconds, and another at an 
interval of thirty seconds; and that is also visible, the people in the 
Light-House Board tell me, at a distance of 19 miles. 

Sir. Ryan, Wlm maintains that light? 

Mr. CrsHMAN, The British Government— the Canadian Govern- 
ment. 

The other light is at Cape Beale. It is 22 or 24 miles from Car- 
manah up to Cape Beale. There is another similar light located at 
Cape Beale. 

Mr. RvAX. There are no lights at the mouth of the river? 

Mr. Cij'siiman. No: on the night when this wreck occurred to the 
Vt/Joif-ur, on Januarj- 22, 1006, all night long these lights were 

filainly seen. The keeper of the Carmanah light could see Flattery 
ight, and the keeper of the Flattery light could see the Carmanah 
light. Clear across that stretch, however, at the time there was a 
dense fog lying offshore, far enough off to prevent the keepers from 
seeing the log, and they did not have their tog signals going, because 
thev did not know the fog prevailed offshore. The master of the 
Viihncia was steaming out here in the fog [indiciiting on mapl, 
vainly seeking for the signal. 

Mr. Stevknm. Are there not some lights to the south of Ca|>e 
Flattery? 
Mr. CusHMAN. Yes, 
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Mr. Stevens. Where are they ? 

JIp, CisiiMAN. Here is one out here | iiidicutingl. ncHr the Uma- 
tilla River, 

Mr, Stevens. What is the radius of that light? 

Mr, CcSHMAN. I do not know exactly what that is. I do not know 
whether the light is visible quite as far a.s the Flattery. 

Mr. Ryan, Is it within the radius of that? 

Mr. CiTSHMAN. In clear weather tliey are about 14 miles apart. I 
say, they are visible in clear weather, beinp about 14 miles apart 

Gentlemen, I do not want to string this out too long, but I did 
w«nt to say a word or two about the conformation of this coast. 
The Island of Vancouver lies right across the path of the ships taking 
this course. Wien they get up to this point [indicating] they must 
carefully locate the entrance of the Straits, and if they do not they 
inevitably go ashore, on the rocky shore of that island, and in the last 
50 years I believe there have been about 60 ships destroyed in that 
region, with a loss of something like 700 lives. I have a record, or 
at least a statement, regarding those wrecks here, but as it is rather 
lengthy, I will not reaa it unless the committee desire it. 

Mr. Wancek, At what point was the Valencia lost? 

Mr. CcsHMAX. Right here [indicating]. 

Mr. Wangeb. Midway between those Canadian lights? 

Mr. Ci"8HM.\N. Yes. 

Mr. Mann. I have no de'*ire to have you read those accidents there, 
with the loss of 60 ve-^sels; but have you any explanation why, with 
all the losses of vessels at that point, no Representative in Congress, 
no inspe(!tor of the Light-House Board, nobody connected with the 
Light-IIous*! Service, or the (iovennnent. has ever recommended any 
additional aids to navigation at this point until a year ago? 

Mr. CuSHMAN. I think the explanation is very easy. That accident 
or catastro|>he, which occurre*l a year ago, brought that matter very 
forcibly to the attention of everyone connected with the shi|>ping 
service. You know everi-thing miist have an inception at some time. 

Mr. Mann. I understand, of course, how slow the people of the 
Pacific coast are, but do they usually wait for fiO vessels to be lost 
before they become aroiise<l to a realizing sense of the danger ? 

Mr, CiBHMAN. If that accident had Tia|)pened ten years ago you 
would have said they waited 40 years. 

Mr. Manx. Yes; and if it had hapjH>ned -20 years ago it might bo 
said you waited .10 years, \Miy was it not brought up before? 

Mr. Ci'SHMAX. 1 was explaining that matter 

Mr. Manx, I am asking you for an answer, if you have one. 

Mr. CisuMAX. I say. the matter was brought mon' particularly 
to the attention of the people out there by the fearful wreck of a 
year ago than at any other time. 

Mr. TowNSExn. Can you fell whether there is any internHtional 
arrangement Ix'tween this country and Canada with reference to the 
eonstruction of light-ships and light-houses? 

Mr. Ci'SHMAX. I Wieve there is an international arrangement 
only in connection with the fact that the character of the diffei-ent 
lights and the flashes are known to both nations, so that when ves- 
sels coining up here see this light [indicating] with the fifteeen sec- 
onds' interval and the thirty seconds' interval, they know that is the 
Carmanah light, A\Tien they see a thirty-two second interval and 
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A flash and another thirty-two second interval, they know that is 
Cape Beale. 

Sir, Manx, The Hydrographic Chart gives all that information. 
There is no international arrangement about the maintenance of the 
lights? 

Mr. CiTsiiMAjj, None that I know of. 

Mr. BtrRKE. How extensive was the loss of life on the Vnlenrla.' 

Mr. CfflUMAN, There were 172 people on board, and 136 of thwn 
were lost. 

Mr. Wanoeb. Do yoti know how recently any of those e.xisting aids 
to navi^tion have been eonstnicted? 

Mr. CvsHMAN. The Flatter^' light has been there for a good 
many years. That is the one at this point [indicating). The British 
(lovemment are nmv installing another light at this point— Beegha- 
doss Point [indicating]. That light is being installed now, and it 
was not there a year ago, at the time of the wrvck of the ValenHti. 

Mr. BfBKE. Which way was she proceeding when wrecked, and 
where did she come from ? 

Mr. CiSHMAN. She was coming np from San Francisco, a dis^ 
tance of 08!) miles. After .she left San Francisco she came up 189 
miles to Cape Mendocino, and after that time she steamed prac- 
tically 500 miles without seeing a light or hearing a signal or sighting 
a headland, or anything of that kind. 

What caused the wreck was a condition something like this : There 
is a strong current in this region — a cnrrent that flows not only in, 
but ont of the Straits. 12 miles wide, and there is a rise and fall of the 
tide of 8 feet at that point, which yon can readily see [indicating on 
map] makes a very strong tide here and outside; and tnat is compli- 
cated further by what is called the Davidson current, of which the 
tide experts know very little. 

Mr. Stevens. Is that a steady current or a changeable one ? 

Mr. CuSHMAN. It is a very changeable current. It runs both ways 
at certain seasons of the year, and then is very variable. I would like 
to read one brief statement in regard to that current from the Senate 
report on this bill, it being the language of the commission that inves- 
tigated this wreck of the Vfilemia. The report says : 



Currents. — There exist lu (IiIh locality vniyliig turreiits of jtwiit tiin-e aiiO gen- 
erallr little- known dlre<-tlun wlilcli conNtltute a i>e('ul1nr dnnKtr tn nuvigution. 
The so-cniled " Davidson litsliore CHrrent " Is im iKmsloiml phenomenon runnlni; 
northward at from 1 to 3 knots nn limir iiloun tiie const of Onwm iu)(l Wasli- 
tngton aliil tlie const of Vnnitnivpr, Its exlsteni*? imd force (leiiendiitK consldei'- 
ably upon the winds, iind l)eln)c peculiurl.v IuchIcuIiiMc. iH-^-aase it muy be 
governed t>y winds fnr otit iit Ren mid totjilly different from the n-iiids iit the 
location where a Riven vessel mny be. Sometimes this c'lirrerit illsiippenrs 
entirely, and even at times kijps In an opimslte direction. 

it Ih further (rompllcilted by tlJe strong tides flowing in and out of the entrnuce 
of these straits where the rise iind fall nf the tide is iibout H fei>t. It wiis 
prliuarllf due to « northward (-urreiit nf this sort that the Viileiiala went ashore. 
Tbe log of the Valencia when slie went ashore gave n distance run from San 
Francisco which wonld linve iilnced her at a1>out opiiosite ( 'aiie Flattery, 
although ahe was nc-tualtj £) miles north of ttiat inlnt, due to this current, 
whk-h the log. of couriie, could not register. I'rof. Oeorxe Davidson, of San 
Francisco, for whom thix current Is named, and who is prolmhiy inm of tbo 
highest exi>erts on Pacific coast currents, stiited emphatically that be neverthe- 
leSB knew very little about thla cnrrent. and that its force and dlre<-tlon were 
largely nnhnown. 
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Now, go back a moment, as I said the master of this vessel came 
out from San Francisco Harbor and came about 189 miles north, and 
he was then just about r>00 miles south of this point. He was offshore 
far enough to be out of danger, though completely enveloped in foa;, 
an(j he steamed for 500 miles without being m simit of a single light 
or beacon of any kind. Endeavoring to locate thi.s point and round 
the turn, he thought his log was overrun; that is, that the log gave a 
greater indication of the distance covered than the vessel had really 
covered, whereas as a mutter of fact this current was ■bearing him on 
at a greater speed than he thought, so that at the time he was trying 
to round this point here findicatingi, believing himself to be near 
Cape Flattery, ne was as a matter of fact over near the coast of Van- 
couver Island. 

That is one of the things that caused that wreck. I do not pretend 
lo say that there was no faulty navigation in that case, or pernaps in 
many of these other cases : but anyone can readily see that when a 
man has been out of sight of land for 500 miles, nmning in the Pacific 
Ocean, with nil these varied and changing currenf.s, it is a very 
difficult matter to locate himself accurately; and if he is trying to 
keep in near shore, to locate a light on shore, he may get aground. On 
the other hand, if there was a hght-ship located out here [indicating! 
where the water is deep, there would he no danger of » vessel getting 
ashore while endeavoring to locate the light. 

Mr. ToWNBEND. Did the Light-House Board, at the time we took up 
the omnibus light-house bill, have all these facts Iwfore them? 

Mr. CvsiiMAN. I think not. 

Mr. Mann. They did. They had all the facts before them. And 
it is fair to say tliat while they did not desire this item put in the 
omnihiis bill, thev did i-eport farorablv upon the individual Senate 
bill. 

Mr. Cl'shman. My understanding of the Light-House Board is 
that they feel there is an urgent need for this light -ship, and not onlj 
that, but they go to the further extent of saying that they think this 
light-ship is more urgently needed than any other light-ship that hn'^ 
lieen suggested or asked for, 

Mr. Mann. They never intimated that to the committee. 

Mr. BrRKE. Have you got their report on the Senate bill? 

Mr. Ste\-en8. That does not indicate it, We want the report as to 
the comparative project. 

Mr. Crs'iiMAN. As to that 

Mr. Stevens. -Vs T understand it. this matter was submitted to the 
Light-House Board for their investigation of the relative importance 
of various project,s. They did not put this in their report as of the 
first iniportance. 

Mr. CisHMAN. I do not think they did. 

The Chairman. I understand their report on the importance of 
this project wan based upon the limitation of the gross appropriation. 

Mr. CrsHM.^N. Tliat is true, absolutely. 

Mr, Barti.ett. The (jnestion was put, as I understand, in this way: 
Providing we appropnated so much money for light-houses, which 
do you think the most important? That was the question put to 
Captain Sebree. 

Mr. fiAiNEH. What was Captain Sebree's answer to that question? 
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Mr. Bartlett. He designated certain places. 

Mr. Mann. As to Captain Sebrec, of course I do not like to quote 
- Captain Sebree~he .speaks for himself, and nobody has the right to 
speak for him— but tlie impression I received from my talks with 
tne Light-House Board last year, when we were making up the omni- 
bus bill, was that they never had regarded this as a matter of great 
importance until this going ashore of the Valencia, and that attracted 
(heir attention to the matter; that they were investigating it; that 
they did not give very much consideration to the report of some non- 
experts who constituted the commis.sion who investigated the subject 
of the Valencia disaster, and they wanted to make a more complete 
investigation through their inspector and the other officials out there 
during the last summer. 

Mr. CusHMAN. That may be true. 

Mr. Mann. I do not know what the result of this investigation 
was, or what conclusion they have reached in reference to it. 

Mr. CrsHMAN. Perhaps I ought not to quote Captain Sebree in 
hi.-5 absence; but he said to me yesterday, when I talked with him 
last about this matter, that he regarded this as the most important 
light-ship; that is, as a project which was needed more, and more 
justified oy the situation e.xisting there, than any other light-ship in 
the United States. 

Mr. Ryan. That is, that had not already been provided for? 

Mr. Mann. I think that was partly because of the pei'suasive 
eloquence and hypnotic power of the distinguished gentleman from 
Washington. 

Mr, IJVAN. The tienate iiicreii.sed the aniuuiit of the omnibiLs bill 
by nearly a million dollars, and did not include this item i 

Mr. CusHMAN. The Senate did put into the Senate bill this par- 
ticular item, but the House failed to retain it in the bill. 

Mr. Mann. They wanted so much more that this went out- 
Mr. EscH. There would lie five lights at the mouth of the Straits 
of Juan de Fuca, which, with the new one that the British Govern- 
ment is establishing, would make six. Now, it occurs to me that 
perhaps the multiplicity of lights might confu.se the navigator 
going in. 

Mr. CusHMAN. I do not think so. for this reason 

Mr. Stevens. How many lights have a radius that reaches that 
point there on the map [indieatingj ? 

Mr. Mann. The fog signals have a capacity that reaches that 
point. There is no trouble about that point. It is contended, how- 
ever, that there frequently arises a local fog bank out at the point 
where vessels coming from the south would turn east to go into 
Puget Soimd, and that it is very important that vessels shoidd know 
what point to turn, because if thev drift beyond the point they will 
run on Vancouver Island, and if tliey turn too quickly they will run 
on the mainland. 

These local fog banks that aris*^ out at about the turning point 
obstruct the light at night, and also are an obstruction and resist- 
ance to the sound of the fog signals. "When the vessel is in the fog 
the light is not visible, and it is claimed, I presume conclusively and 
properly, that when a ves,sel is in that foe bank the fog throws off 
the sound practically as a building would, and hence tliey can not 
hear the fog signals. 
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So far as that is concerned, I have no doubt, myself, that a light 
there would be of some value, and the only question to my mind is 
whether we shall throw off everybody else in the United States that 
wants lights. Here. is Mr. Greene, of Massachusetts, that wants a 
light just as important as yours [addressing Mr. Cushman]. Here 
are some gentlemen, and we had others the other day, who want 
lights more important than yours. The question is whether we shall 
report out individual light bills or make up another omnibus bill. 

Mr. Cushman. Mr. Chairman. I have taken up too much time 
already, but with one more statement I will close. Not only is what 
Mr. Mann said true witli reference to fog signals, but a part of the 
report of the Valencia Commis.sion shows that when they were out 
there making the examination they had their ship a mile and a half 
beyond this point when there was no fog, and they could see the 
steam coming out of the fog signal repeatedly, time after time, but 
they heard no sound. 

Mr. Mann. I have read that statement, but I do not believe it. 

Mr. Adamson. Tiiey said they heard no sound. 

Mr. IvENNEDY. That would be altogether possible in a high wind, 
if the wind were blowing from them. 

Mr. Burke. How many items did the Senate put in last year 
besides this that went in the House bill? 

Mr. Cushman, I think they put in Hinchinbrook light. 

Mr. Mann. We passed the bill in the House for $1,300,000 and odd, 
and the Senate passed it carrying over $1,900,000 and odd. 

Mr. Cushman. The Senate added, in addition to what the House 

Sut in, tliis light vessel that we are now discussing, $150,000, and a 
ght and fog signal at Cape Hinchinbrook, Alaska, $75,000. The 
iSiuse retained the Hinchmbrook fog signal and eliminated the 
other. 

Mr. Mann. The House retained the Hinchinbrook item and in- 
creased it from $75,000 to $125,000 in conference, because they said 
they could not build it for $75,000. 

Mr. Burke. They must have selected that as being the more im- 
portant of the two. 

Mr. Cushman. I presume that was the opinion of the gentlemen 
who were framing the omnibus bill. 

Mr. Mann. May I ask you another question? 

Mr. Cushman. Certainly. 

Mr. Mann. You have referred to what the State of Washington 
did get in the omnibus bill. At the last session of Congress did wc 
not provide, through this committee and through Congress, a con- 
siderable sum for the establishment of a new liK-saving station for 
the entrance of Puget Sound, and in addition provided for a life- 
saving seagoing tug, the only one in the world, for the benefit of 
your territory? 

Mr. Cushman. That is true. 

Mr. Mann. So that we were not exactly niggardly with you? 

Mr. Cushman. No ; I do not mean to assert that. Of course I am 
earnestly in favor of this bill, and my people are. They feel and I 
feel that it is needed, and I present it as earnestly as I can. But I 
want to say in conclusion that even though I am a member of this 
committee I would not hold out for a moment against a member of 
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the committee if he felt after com<idei'iition tliat he w&s not ju^ified 
in voting to report this bill. 

You ciui understand, sentlemeu, the feeling out there that waii 
created in that region when this boat went ashore there, and hung 
there for thirty-six hours before .she went to pieces, and 13fi peopU 
ina^^ed into the sea. Tliat thing has occurred year after year. I 
have here, as I stated a few moments ago, a list of about (iO vessels 
that have been wrecked there in this general location — not all on that 
precise point, but most of them on the shore of Vancouver Islajid, and 
most of them from tlie primary cause that they were trying to locate 
that entrance and failed to do it. 



Friday, Jaiuna'y 18, 19(>7. 
The suWommitt^^e this day met. Present: Messrs. Stevens and 
Rvan. 



Mr, Greene. I Hppear here in behalf of Senate bill No. 4014, to 
construct and place a light-ship near the pnslern end of Hedge Fence 
Shoal, at the entrance to Vineyard Sound, Masssaclui'wtt.s. The bill 
authorizes the Secretary of Commer<« and Lalwr to have constructed 
near the eastern end of Hedge P'ence Shoal, at the entrance to Vine- 

fard Sound. Massachns'etts. a iight-sliip, to ("ost not exceeding 
100.00ft. 

I think I have argued liefoi-e this full conunittee aiid the sub- 
voniniittee al^o in regai-d to the necessity for this light-nhip. The 
shoal there is very dangerous. I have received a gi-eat many letters 
fnnn seafttring men and from the business interest* of Boston, who 
Hit- more directly inlere^ted in this pnipo-iition. 

Mr. STEVENa. Please state what conmicrce goes by there? 

Mr. liBEENE. The entire commerce between Boston and Mew York, 
unci the commerce, is larger in extent than at any other place in t4ie 
^'nited States, notwithstanding the remarks that wei-e made by my 
friend (his morning. 

Mr. Ryax. AMiat is the purpose of the liji^U-ship? 

Mr. (iKEE.vE. To protect the vessels fi-oin going onto this hwig 
T^ioal, which extends neitrly » mile. 

Mr. Ryan. Wlint protection have they now? 

Mr. (iRKENE. Nothing but s gas buoy, which was placed there last 
year by the I-ight-Ilouw Board, alxxit where this light vessel will be 
stationed, 

Mr. Ryan. Have you had a great many wrecks or disa.sters there? 

Mr. (iRKEXi^. I can furnish a map showing the wrecks that have 
(H'Ciirrod there within the last twenty-five yeai-s. They are so gi-eat 
in number that I would not l)e prepan-d to count them. They go up 
to a very large numl>er. This is to be an aid to navigation ©specially 
because it is very much needed and the danger is on account of the 
thick fi^[s that envelop this simnd. 

Mr. Ryan, What whs provided in the bill last year close by tiiat 
locahtv? 
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Mr, (jREENE. I tliiiik llie nearest is the Xcibska light, which is ou 
the other side of tliu soimd. 

Boston is getting to be quite an ancient city, and has already cele- 
lM*ated its 276th anniversary. I speak simply for the needs of com- 
merce. This is not anything that wonld materially affect my district, 
although it is located in tlie district which I happen tu represent. 
It nms between the districts repi-esentwd by Mr. I^overing and myself, 
bnt the light will Iw located within the conKnes of the district which 
I represent ; bnt it is not especially for the commerce of my district, 
it is for the aminierfc of the nation. It is the great water highway 
connecting the northern and southern coasts of the Atlantic, 

Mr. Stevens. Doe« any of the foreign coiiunerce from Xew York 
pass that point? 

Mr. Greene. I do not think it does. 

Mr, Stevens. Does the omiimerce (Mtming fnmi the Maine coast to 
New York J«lss that point ? 

Mr. Greene. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morse. The steamei*s tliat make two ports pass thew. Wehavo 
a large number of steamers that come to lioston and discharge a 
cargo, but unfortunately, owing to the inland rates, we are not able 
to furnish satisfactory ones, and thev go from there to Baltimore or 
Philadelphia, or Newport News to load up. The Antwerp line at 
every sailing does that. The Hamburg line does the same thing, and 
tramps are incessantly coming with cargoes and going south for back 
cargoes. ^VJl shipping from the soutn, north of Cape Cod, pass 
through this sound. 

Mr. Greene. There is to be a pa,ssenger line established by the New 
England Navigation Company, which is a bi-aiich of the business of 
the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad. They are to 
open a new passenger line from Boston to New York, which will be 
put in operation this coming summer. There is a number of prom- 
inent passenger lineM (hat go thixiiigh the Sound. Theiv is to ue an 
additional line that will carry passengers. This is really in the inter- 
est of commerce, not alone of the district I i-epresent, for I do not 
claim it affects the commerce of that district so much as it does the 
commerce of the nation. I am not speaking for it only from the 
fact that it happens to be my duly to put it in here. 

Mr. Stevens. Will it cost more than a hundred thousand dollars^ 

Mr. Greene. Yes, I thiiik we will probably have to come for an 
additional sum later, probably fifteen thousand dollars. The bill 
wlkioh has already pas.sed the Senate provides for ^lOO.OtW. but all 
the money would not be expended at one time. 

Mr. Ryan. They will not construct it unles-; Ihey have u sufficient 
sum. 

Mr. Greene. I think it would Iw as well to amend the bill so as to 
make it $115,000. 

Mr, Stevens. What report has thel^ight-House Board madej 

Mr. Greene. They have ina<le a favorable i-eport. 

Mr, Stevens. They rep<irt fa\<)ral>Iy on almost even" project, 

Mr. Greene. I do not know what the report is. I do not say they 
say it is the matt important pmject. 

Last year I had two light ve-ssels anthorize<l by this commitltH' and 
by Congress, but they weiv imt new tight vessels. One was ti» replace 
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the vessel anchored at Nantucket and the other was to replace the 
light at Hen's Chicken that had been there sixty years. The old one 
was not sufficient and they had to put in a steam fog whistle on 
account of the increased travel. Those two are located in my district, 
but they were in no sense new. This is the first I have called for in 
the way of a light vessel ; all the others were replacements. 

Mr, Kyax, Is theiv no aid to naviffation there now? 

Mr. Greene. There is a gas buoy. 

Mr, Ryan, But prior to last year was there nothing thei-e? 

Mr. (iREENE. I think not. 

Mr. MoRss. There was a spar buoy at each end. 

Mr, Grep:ne. This proposition has been before the House at pre- 
vious times and has been favorablv reported by the Senate, but has 
not come out of this committee, f only speak of that so that what- 
ever may be said alwut the bills allotted last year, they were not in 
any .sense new projects. They were old projects; simply renewals. 
The vessel now at Nantucket has recently almost cone out of commis- 
sion. She has had to Iw repaired on account of the failure of her 
boilers. The vessel stationed there is entirely inadequate for the posi- 
tion she holds. She is 42 miles off the coast and is the first vessel 
seen by the foreign steamers. The wireless station is also thei'e. 

Mr. Ryax. Have the niar^ters of the vessels pas.sing this jxiint ob- 
jected very much since the buoy wiis placed there? 

Mr. (iREENE. Yes, sir; they still say that it is unsafe. Thev say 
that the gas buoy is only in use at certain sea-sons of the year. When 
the ice comes they take it up. It gets out of order. It is not a satis- 
factorj' guide to navigation because sometimes it turns over. It is 
not as permanent by any means as would be a light vessel. 

There is another matter, Senate bill 3409, which provides for the 
construction of an able seagoing tug for the Revenue-Cntt#r Service 
for New Bedford. Mass. 

Mr. Stevens. This subcommittee has no jurisdiction over that 
matter. 

Mr. Greene. Very well. 

T would like to have Mr. Daniel I). Morss, secretary of the Boston 
Chamber of Connnerce. give you .some views in relation to this 
matter. He knows what is needed by the maritime interests of Boston 
and also of New York. 

Mr. Stevens. We shall be very glad to hear Mr. Morss. 



Mr. Morss. I did not come to Washington with any idea of getting 
a hearing in this case. I came as a delegate to the National Board 
of Trade and have not any litres. 

Mr, Greene. You can furnish them? 

Mr. Morss. Yes, sir. As to the amount of tonnage which passes 
through there I believe there is a dispute between the people of the 
Detroit River and those interested in the Vineyard Sound as to which 
carries the greatest amount of tonnage. Either one carries more 
than any other place in the world. Every vessel encaged in trade 
l)efween any of the southern ports and the ports north of Cape Cod 
passes through this sound. This particular shoal is about a mile and 
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r> quarter long, running lengthwise of the sound. The idea is to 
place thin light-ship on the eastern end of the shoal so that vessels 
coming nest, especially steamers, who have to go through, no matter 
what the weather is, can have the benefit of it. 

In case it is thick weather they are unable to see Nobska light, 
which is 4 miles from this point. If they can hear the fog horn they 
can locate the shore and go either north or south, as they see fit. The 
steanishi[}S are interested mainly. The sailing vessels, when the 
weather is bad, can anchor and wait. Many of these ves,sels go 
through there carrying from 5,000 to 7,000 tons, some of them draw- 
ing -28 feet of water, and the draft of the vessel decreases the amount 
of the channel's width, which they can use in beating back and forth-- 
it is lessened. ^Vhen we found that this bill was not going through 
last year I had a talk with Captain Sebree to see if he could not re- 
lieve the situation, and he very kindly had the gas buoy placed there. 
The captains have expressed themselves very much gratified to get 
that much, but that gas buoy has three objections. In the first |>]ace, 
it is not permanent, A great many tows go through there, asyou 
have heara, and some of them have carried the gas Duoy off. They 
go through with a rush, and if tlie man steering the boats thjit are 
lowed is careless in any way they are apt to pick up the buoy and 
carry it out of [)asition, which makes it worse than if it were not 
there. In the wmter time in a storm where there is spray the aper- 
tures through which the air is admitted to keep the lamp burning 
are ordered to be closed iip. 

Mr. Ryan. Have either of tliose two objections occurred since the 
buoy was established ? 

Mr. MoB98. Yes, sir ; they have taken it up already, and it is out 
of commission now, right at the time of year when most needed. 

Mr. Kyan. ^Vhy? 

Mr. MoRSS. On account of the ice closing if up and putting the 
light out. It then becomes an obstruction rather than an aid to 
navigation. 

Mr. Ryan. It puts the buoy out of business? 
■ Mr. MoRSS. Yes, sir; they liave^ also been compelled to take up two 
buoys that were put down last year, 

Mr, Stevens, Could not that oe remedied by making the light of a 
higher power? 

Mr. Mouse, That would be a help, but it would not do in the case 
of fog or storm. 

Here is a condition that will exist during the coming winter. 
Upon the consolidation of the various coastwise steamers by Mr. 
0. W. Morse the Metropolitan line immediately ordered two fast 
turbine steamers for pas.senger service to go from Boston to New 
York in fourteen hours, andwhen the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford road discovered that thev were to meet competition they 
ordered two similar ships, and at the end of the year we shall have 
four fast passenger steamei-s plying betweem New York and Boston, 
every night passmg each other through this Sound. 

Mr. Greene. There are other passenger steamers? 

Mr. MoRSS. Yes, sir; the Philadelphia, Baltimore and Savannah 
boats all carry quite a number of passengers, but not so many as 
there would be between New York and Boston. Those boats are 
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frequently full. The pi'esent Metropolitan line between New York 
and Boston does not carry passengers. The Philadelpbia boats do, 
the Baltimore boats do, the Savannah boats do, and Jacksonville 
boats do. 

Mr. Stevens. They all pass this point? 

Mr. MoBss. Yes, sir; every one of them. The Onondaga is fast 
ashore and it seems probable that she may not get off. The sailing 
vessels, if they are embarrassed, can anchor, but the steamers must 
go through and take their chances. 

Mr. S'rEVENs. The foreign steamers do not pass this point? 

Mr. MoRSfi. No, sir; they go around the cape, outside the light. 

Mr. Ryan. You spoke a few moments ago about the tomiage pass- 
ing this point, have you any figures showmg tlie number or vessels 
pa.ssing that point ? 

Mr. MoR38. I went to Mr. Chamberlin to see if I could get some 
statistics in ri'gard to the tonnage, but I could not, I have flie word 
of Mr. Palmer, the man who handler the Palmer line, that 272 ves- 
sels passed this point in 21 hours. I do not mean to say that is the 
average daily number, but at one time they amounted to 272, 

Mr. Ryan, You would have no definite means of finding out the 
number of vessels and the tonnage that pass this point? 

Mr. MoRss. I think not, because they come from so many ports. 
We could take the receipts from New York and Boston and the num- 
ber of vessels passing there from Baltimore, Newport News, and 
Philadelphia. Then there are the barges. They take three or four 
barges at a time. We woidd have to go to every shipper of material 
along the coast and it would be impossible to do so. I asked Mr. 
Palmer if he thought it could be done and he said " no." Mr. Little- 
field, who was here this morning, had a letter from Captain Crowley 
on this subject. He is the captam of the largest fleet on the Atlantic, 
comprising the Thomas Lawson, seven master, which carries about 
8,000 tons; the W. L. Donglasa, six master; the Winslow firm, in 
Portland, who have a great many vessels, they are all very much 
interested in this, because where tliey have so much capita] fnvested 
the detention is a matter of serious importance. 

Mr. Stevens. What is the prevailing wind at the different seasons 
at this point! 

Mr. MoRSs. All kinds; everything. It is right out in the open. 
If there is a storm anywhere within 100 miles tney get some portion 
of it there. • 

Mr, Stevens, Is it possible to have or maintain a light-house for 
this purpose? 

Mr. XioRss. I think not, I might say about the steamei's between 
New York and Boston, that they are intended to be fast enough to 
nuike the passage in fourteen hours, leaving Boston at 5 o'clock and 
reaching New York the next morning at 7, and with two lines in 
competition they are going to strain every nerve to get fhoi-e on time. 

Mr. Stevens. How deep is the watei' on the shoal? 

Mr. MoRss. About four and a half fathoms; at one point it is 4 
fathoms. Wlien you have vessels drawing 28 feet of water vou want 
more than 4 fathoms. When a vessel gets on that sandy shore, you 
do not get it off very soon. 

Thereupon the subcommittee adjourned. 
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Washington, D. C, January 23, 1907. 
The subcommittee met at 2 o'clock p. m., Hon. James B. Mann in 
the chair. 

LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD. 
STATEKENT OF CAPT. TTRIEL SEBBEE, UNITED STATES NAVT. 

The Chairman. Captain Sebree, will you tell us what you want in 
the First light-house district ? 

Captain Sebree. There is a light-ship they are Bghting for near 
Boston, in the Second light-house district 

The Chairman, How about the First light-house district? How 
abont Otter Island, Muscle Bidge Channel, West Penobscot Bay, 
Maine? You have recommended an appropriation of $18,000 to 
establish a light and fog signal station there. 

Captain Sebree. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Steitins. They did not bother us about that. 

Captain Sebree. f think if thev did not bother you you should not 
press it, because they have already gotten a good many things up in 
Maine. In other words, I do not think it is as important as some 
other things. 

The Chairman, So far as this report is concerned, you can talk as 
freely as you please, because, if we nave this printed, we can treat it 
as confidential, in the main at least. How about the Second district? 
I believe you think the Hedge Fence slioal light vessel is needed, do 
you not? 

Captain Sebree. I had a Member of Congi-ess urging that upon me 
the other day, and he said it would be a good thing to have it; but it 
is not so absolutely necessary now. I do not think it is at all urgent. 

The Chairman, We were almost on the point of allowing that last 
year. 

Captain Sebree. I know you were, and it would be a good thing to 
have it, and if I could get it I would be very glad to have if. 

The Chair-Man. Mr, Stevens, were you present at the hearing at 
which those gentlemen appeared before the committee the other day? 

Mr. Stevens. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. What sort of a showing did they make? 

Mr. Stevens. They claimed that there were a great many vessels 
passing through, and that if they could get another light vessel there 
it would be a g<>od thing. 

Mr. EyAN. The secretarv of the Boston Chamber of Commerce 
claimed that that point an^ the .'itraits of the Detroit River are the 
two points that carry the grejitest amount of commerce in tlie country. 

Mr. Stevens. They claimed further that there will be two fast lines 
of steamers from Boston to Xew York passing by this point, and that 
they can not make fast time in a fog, on account of insufficient lights. 

Captain Sebree. In my opinion there are two more urgent than 
that, and one of them is $130,000 for the Pacific coast. 

The Chairman. Is there anything else in the Second di.strict that 
is absolutely necessary! 

Captain Sebree. I do not think there is anything else in that dis- 
trict that is urgent. If you are only going to give one thing in the 
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Second district here that light-ship would, in my opinion, be the best 
thing to give. 

Mr. Ryan. That is the most important thing in that particular dis- 
trict; but in the United States there are others more important. 

Captain Sebree. I would want two others Iwfore the Hedge Fence. 

The Chairman. How about the ship channel at State Ledge, in 
Boston Harbor? 

Mr. Stevens. If the Boston Chamber of Commerce were down here 
and did not demand that, I do not think we ought to bother with it 
¥617 much. 

The Chairman. We will have to be prepared on it. 

Colonel Casey. There is a light-house to be built at Southwest 
Ledge, right off New London, which we have not the complete appro- 
priation for yet. 

The Chairman. You have also recommended, in the last two years, 
a light at Dog Bar breakwater, at the entrance to Gloucester Har- 
bor— .$42,000. 

Colonel Casey. I think we can put a beacon up there which would 
answer all purposes. That would not necessitate any legislation. It 
comes out of the general fund. 

Captain Sebree. That light at Dog Bar bi-eakwater has been rec- 
ommended for a good while; but I do not think that either one of 
those are urgent. 

The Chairman. Now take up the Third district. How about 
Lloyd Harbor, New York? 

Captain Sekrkji. The i'ei>ort says; "The Board has received evi- 
dence that the interests of commerce and navigation require the 
establishment of a light at the entrance of Huntington Harbor and 
Lloyd Harbor, when the present Lloyd Harbor light can be dis- 
tinued." 

Mr. Ryan. That would require only a small amount of money. 

Captain Sebree. We ask for $40,000. We will have to build a 
new building there. I think if you give anything for the Third 
district this year you had better give that. 

The Chairman. Where is Lloyd Harbor? 

Captain Sehree. It is right close to Huntington Bay, and right 
close to Oyster Bay. 

The Chairman. The present light is, of course, not merely for the 
benefit of local commerce? 

Captain Sebree. Yes; it is. It is not a light for going up Long 
Island Sound. 

The Chairman. The proposition now is to change it to a location 
where it will serve every purpose of the Lloyd Harbor light, and also 
take care of the entrance of Huntington Harbor. 
- Mr. Stevens. Is there much business there? 

Captain Sebree. Not in a certain sense; but there are a good many 
vessels going in there, especially in the summer time. Hundreds of 
yachts and steamers with excursionists go in there. 

Mr. Stevens. They have their rights, and we have to protect them. 

Captain Sebree. I think so, and 1 am in favor of that proposition. 

The Chairman. How about this recommendation with reference 
to Pa.ssaic, N. J., to build a new light fog signal near the west end of 
the draw, near the Lehigh Valley Railroad bridge. 



;,C(iog[e 



AIDS TO NAVIGATION. 37 

Captain Seiiree. We asked for $15,000 for that purpose, I think 
we had better put the simiat where if oujrht to be, Thei^e are a good 
many vessels going iip through that railroad bridge and the channel 
is now changed so that it is a long di^^tance otf. Tliey want it put to 
where the channel is, 

Mr. Stevexs. It is principally a barge and towboat business. 

The Chairman. The report says: "Since the light was built in 
1850. the channel through Newark IJay has shifted so that it no 
longer passes near this li^ht; hence a more efficient fog bell is neces- 
sary now than was ix-quiivd at the time the light-house was built." 
Is that right ? 

Captain Sebrge. Yes, sir; it no longer passes near this light. 

Mr. RvAN. Is tins for the l>enefit of general commerce, or is it used 
by one railroad company? 

Captain Sebreg. It is not used only by one railroad company. 

The Chairman. There is a large commerce at Newark, is there not ? 

(Mptain lSgbreg. I am not familiar with that branch of the sub- 
ject. 

The Chairman. If yonr statement here is cori-ect, I suppose the 
present light is of very little value? 

Captain Sebree, Very little. They want it mainlv for a fog sig- 
nal. If it is light and clear they do not need any light at all. 

Mr. Stea'ens. That is the rea.son I asked whether tliei-e would be 
much business done at night. Barges would not be towed much at 
ni^t in that crooked river, 

Captnin Sebree, I imagine that they lire going pretty much all the 
time. 

The Chairman. How alxHit Givenevillo? 

Captain Serree. I think that is all wrong. I do not believe I 
would give $75,000 to build a light there, the IVimsylvania Railroad 
to the contrary notwith-standing. Of course, if it was there it would 
benefit them and l)enefit everybody else; but I do not think it is at all 
urgent. 

The Chairman. Yon have a recommendation here about Hunts 
Point, East River, New York. In your report, page 46. yon quote 
letters that you sent in four or five years ago. In that connection 
may I surest to you gentlemen of the Board that your annual re- 
ports woiild have a great deal more weight if you would quit incor- 
porating into them everything yon have put into former reports 
about additional aids to navigation for years back, because there are 
so many of them that we do not pay any attention to them. 

Captain Sebree. I am very glad to hear you say that. I cut out 
about half of them this year of my own volition. 

TIic C'hairman. ^\Ticn you go to make up your report tell the 
chief clerk to cut out a lot of these old matters. 

Captain Sebree. I will U^ very glad to consult with the other mem- 
bers of the Board and. so far as I am concerned, will be glad to cut 
them out. 

The Chairman. Your chief clerk has been there so long that he 
has got in the habit of doing it this way. 

Capt-ain Sebree. Do not put (he blame on my chief clerk, I>ec8use 
he comes and asks me about them. 
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The Chairman. Let me ask yon about this. You are a naval officer 
and we have hat] a lot of claims presented here with reference to 
damages caused by revenue cutters. We passed a bill here the other 
day containing a great many items for damages caused by naval 



vessels, and there are some bills pending in the House for damages 
caiK^d by armv transports, and one for damages caused by a light- 
house tender. Does the otlier side ever get a hearing? Does the Gov 



ernmeiit ever collect damages caused by other vessels to its property! 

Captain Hebree. Yes; and that is just where it is so unfair. We 
are making them pay right along. We have two or three suits pend- 
ing now, and I have collected in the last year damages, although not 
to any great amount. If a vessel runs into any Government vessel 
and it is decided, after investigation, that ttie other vessel was at 
fault, we make them pay the damages. Suppose you own a vessel 
and you run into a Government vessel. It is decided, after investi- 
gation by the Steamboat -Inspection Service, that you are at fault. 
We immediately ask you to pony up for the repairs of that vessel. If 
it is a company that owns it we say that we will take the vessel to you 
for repair or we will repair it and send the bill to you. If they say 
thev will not pay we write a letter for (he Secretary of Commerce and 
LaBor to sign to the Attorney-General, and ask him to bring suit 
against them. Suit is brought and we collect it. That is where the 
matter is so unfair. 

The Chairman, Is that also done in the Navy ? 

Captain Sebree. Yes, sir; I think so, I have not had a case 
brought to my attention recently, but I am almost sure it is. It is 
absolutely a one-sided thing. 

The Chairman. I wanted to, find out, because if that is the case 
there ought to he some general law passed upon this subject. In one 
year we have appropriated for 40 or 50 collisions caused by the fault 
of naval vessels. 

Captain Sebree. Not in one year. There have not been 40 or 50 
collisions in the last year. You will find that that will cover a great 
many years. 

The Chairman. There were five or six that occurred between the 
date of reporting the bill and the date of calling it up in the House. 
There were a dozen that occurred between the date of the introduction 
of the bill and the report of it in the House. If these things occur 
in that way there ought to be a general law covering it. 

Captain Sebree. There ought to be a law allowing the other fellow 
to bring suit. As the law now stands he can not bring suit. If we 
smash into a man's vessel he has no remedy. 

The Chairman. I imderstand you are well fixed at Ambrose 
Channel. 

Captain Sehbee. T think we are all right. I do not think we need 
anything there. 

The Chairman. Are you still insisting upon this light-house depot 
at Tompkinsville ? 

Captain Sebree. Yes, sir; we are. That is, for a lamp shop, and 
prices are going np all the time. 

The Chairman. I suppose you have the authority to build that! 

Captain Sebree. We want some money for it this year. 

The Chairman. That you will have to get out of the Committee 
on Appropriiitions, Now, what have you to say about the Fourth 
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Light- House District! You have here an item fora tender for New 
York liaj and Harbor and Lake Champlain. 

Captain Sebree. That is for a little tender 50 or more feet long 
to run up Lake Champlain. It is to take the place of the Nettli, 
which is about played out. It has to be small to go throiigh the 
canal, and it has to come out of there in the winter time before it 
freezes up. We have been asking for some time for authority to get 
a new boat. It is for the engineer, and I think it would be a good 
thing to give it. 

The Chairman. That is a tender for Lake Champlain? 

Captain Sebree. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. That would be both an inspector's and an engi- 
neer's boat! 

Captain Sebree. Yes, sir; we do use it for both. It would come 
under the engineer for general work. I was up there last year and 
I went on the engineer's tender a part of the time. 

The Chairman. Have vou still got the Nettle, or has she been sunk ! 

Captain Sebree. No; I saw her the other day. 

The Chairman. Is she liable to sink at any time} 

Captain Sebree. Xo ; we are not going to let her sink. I made a 
trip on her last summer. 

The Chairman. Does she not work all right! 

Captain Sebree. Yes; but she is old, and we employ her in other 
places. 

The Chairman. But if she is a vessel that can be used, what is the 
need of a new one ! 

Captain Sebree. Because the work is increasing all the time, as it is 
all over the country. 

The Chairman. One of the reasons you give is that the master's 
berth in the pilot house is shorter than the master. I surest that 
possibly the wisest way to overcome that would be to get a new mas- 
ter ; get a stunted man. 

Captain Sebree. She is used around the harbor. I went out on 
one of them, just like her, the other day in New York. I wanted to 
go up into the Harlem River. 

The Chairman. Which do you need most, a tender for Lake Cham- 
plain in place of the Nettle or a tender for Porto Rico) 

Captain Sebree. A tender for Porto Rico, by all means. 

The Chairman. You have no hesitation in saying that. 

Captain Sebree. I have no hesitation about it. 

The Chairman. ^Vhat do you do now at Porto Rico? 

Captain Sebree. I have got the old Pansy down there, and I said 
to Inspector AVood : " Don't you send her out whenever you think it 
is not proper to go; but you telegraph to the Board that you can't do 
things, and why you can't do them." 



Mr. Stevens, How much work have you down there! 
Captain Sebree. We have not got a ( ' 
there are alwut 18 lights around the islam 



Captain Sebree. We have not got a great many lights. I think 

lere are alwut 18 lights around the island. 

The Chairman. 'Ine water there is very quiet most of the time. 



Captain Sebree. No; they say not. I have not been there, but I 
was talking to an officer the other day, and he said that right off Sau 
Juan it was pretty rough, and he was in a battle ship. It is not a verj- 
quiet place, 
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The Chairman. When we were down theie, nut very fur iiway 
from timt point, it was as still as a niiilpund. 

Captain Skhbke. It depends a good deal upon the time of the year 
when yon are there. 

The Chairman. Of conrse there is a part of the time when the 
weather is bad: but with only IR lights to take care of— — 

Captain Seurbe. There is no other way to get to them. There 13 
nothing there to hire. 

■ The Chairman. What does it cost to maintain and o|>erate the 
Pnnxy-f 

Captain Skbreb. Roughly speaking, it is ai>out $'i.0<)() a month. 

The Chaibman. What woul<l it cost to maintain and operate a 
new tender? 

Captain Seiiree. A new one, and a big one, that wouM go to 
Gnantanaino. or anywheiv else, would <-ost probably !i5i..">00 a month. 
I am not connting repaii-s when I say it costs $2,000 a month for the 
Pansy. The cost per month for the maintenance of a tender would 
depend largely on the amount of coal, the size of the crew, and how 
often she run. 

Mr. Stevens. Do yo" operate anything at (iiiantanainof 

Captain Sebree. Xo, sir; we have not got anything there. AVe 
send over from Key West, from the Seventh District, once or twice 
a year. 

Mr. Stevens. What have you therei 

>! and huov 
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Captain Sebree. Xothing e.xcept some lights ai 
The CiiAiRiMAN. What lights have you theiv; 
Captain Sebree. We have got one light on the point, and two 
iige lights, and are putting up two others. We have got four or 
live buoys, and somebo<ly has to go thei-e to fix them. In point of 



range lights, and are putting up two others. We have got four or 
live buoys, and somebo<ly has to go thei-e to fix them. In point of 
fact, I can not .send there now. f tohi the inspector not to go now. 



l)ecause I have nothing to give him to go in. 

The Chairman. AVhat <lo you mean by saying that s<iinel>ody has 
to go there and fix them? 

Captain Sebree. The buoys .will not stay without being picked up 
and cleaned and put in place. They break away. We ship .supplies 
and oil for the light.s down there from Xew York. We bnilt one set 
of ran{j¥ lights in the last year, and we have just authorized two 
other lights. The engineer from Key West is going to send over 
there in his tender to do the work. 

The Cii.\iKM.\N, You have asked for $1;'»0.000 for a new tender for 
Porto Rico. What amount would you i-equii-e? 

Captain Sebree. Two hundred thousand dollars. 

The Chahimax. AMiicli do you regard as the more important, a 
new tender for Porfo Rico or a new tender for Hawaii, or a new 
tender for the Twelfth District ? 

Captain Sebree, We have got one for the Twelfth District already 
appiopriated for. 

The Chairman. You have b(H^n asking for both an engineer's and 
an inspector's tender. 

Captain Sebree. We got the engineer's tender. The tender for 
Porto Rico is the most impoi'tant. because we have a large tender on 
the Pacific which can help us out at Honolulu. We have sent a sup- 
ply steamer for general duty on the Pacific coast, and she will spend a 
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part of her time at Honolulu. I woiild like to have one especially 
for HonoUilii; but, if it t-onu's down to the importance of it, I think 
the tender for Porto Rico is the more important. 

The Chairman. When yon get yonr new engineer's tender for the 
California district, will that taKe care of yon fairly well? 

Captain SEriKKE. Yes; it will. I do not think an additional tender 
there would be as important as the other, as a matter of fact. That 
came up last year, and I think the committee would have given one 
or the other, and I then said tliey had better give us the engineer's 
tender, AVe will have two tenders in the Twelfth district, and I 
think we can get along with them. 

The Chairm.\n. J^ast year the committee inserted an item for an 
inspector's tender, and the Senate struck that ont and inserted an 
item for the engineer's tender. 

Captain Sebree. Yes; and I think T am partiallv responsible for 
that. 

The Chaihman. I remember that; but I did not know how much 
you thought yon needed an insiwctor's tender. 

Captain Sebrke. We did need one; but they asked me if we conld 
only get one which one we wanted, and I said that if we could only 
get one I would reconnnend they give ns the engineer's tender. With 
two teiulei's in that district I think we can get along fairly well — 
when we get them. 

The Chairman. ITow about the Fourth district? 

Captain Sebree. I do not think we have recommended verj- much 
for that district. 

The Chairman. ITow is the situation now on the Delaware River 
and Buy? Are you fairly well taken care of there with what we 
provided last year? 

Captatin Sebree. With what you provided last year, I think we are. 

Mr. Stevkxs. Tln're wei'e six or seven projects for that district 
and we only provided for four or five of them. 

The Chairman. They cut down a lot of them, which they origi- 
nally called for, and they have changed the location of some of them, 
in order to make a smaller number do. 

Captain Sebree. I think, in the general bill yoii passed last year, 
that yon provided for a good inanv items, 

TVie Chairman. I think we had better let that go fnr the pri'sent. 

You ask for a relief light-vessel for the Fourth district. ITow 
about that ? 

Captain Sebree. I would like mightily to have that. We have 
got three or four of them out there; hut when one goes adrift I have 
to borrow from another district. 

The Chairman. Yon have no relief light-vessel in that district? 

Captain Sebree. Xone at all. 

Mr. Stevens. How many light-vessels have yon in that district? 

Captain Sebree. In that district, five, 

Mr. Stevens. MTiere would yoit station your relief vessel? 

Captain Sebree. We keep it at the depot, u]) the Delaware River, 
and keep it ready, so that if anvthing gets the matter we tow it out 
to take the place of the other. We had one, but it was so old that it 
was not worth repairing. I got authoritv to sell her and got about 
$1,000 for her. 
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The Chairman. How many relief light-vesweis have yoii got In the 
Third district, and where are they located? 

Captain Sebreb. We have three. 

The Chairman. You would have one at New York? 

Captain Sebree. "We keep one at New York and we generally keep 
one up around New I^ondon. 

The Chairman. That is not very far from New York. 

Captain Hebree. No; but that is what we have to do. 

The Chairman. Have you ever had it happen that all of your relief 
light-ve.'^pels were needed at once, owing to a general storm? 

Captain Sebree. I don't think so. There has been no such occa- 
sion since I iiave been there in two years, and I do not remember of a 
case where we had that happen. I have known of occasions when I 
had to send one from Charleston, S. C.. to help them out in Boston 
and Portland, Me. 

The Chairman, Suppose we now take up the Fifth District. You 
made a recommendation last year, and repeated it this year, for r 
light at Great Point bar, at the entrance to Little Annem^sex Kiver, 
Md. You have a buoy there now ? 

Captain Sebkee. Yes ; I am not so very familiar with the situation 
there, but I think that if they want anything there we could put up 
a beacon light. 

Mr, Stevens. There is not very much business there? 

Captain Sebree. There are a number of vessels passing there. 

The Chairman. Wliat do you say about that? 

Captain Sebree. I do not think that is very important. 

The Chairman. There was last year a proposition to put addi- 
tional aid to navigation by the establishment of range lights in Fort 
McHenry channel from Patapsco Bay up to Baltimore. 

Captam Sebrre. I know there has been a great deal of corre-spond- 
ence about that matter. 

The Chairman. This is what you said about it last year: 

Fort McIIenry dmnnel Is the only cbnnnel from Chesiiiwuke Buy to Balti- 
more which Ir not ailetiuntely lighted. The T^nzflretto Point llebt, until lately, 
was n guide to Ihe liitrlMtr. hut Ft» recent obstnirtlon by the erection of high 
butldlngH now prncticall.v destroys Its vnliie for this puri>ose- Vessels going to 
and from Baltlniore have Hsked. Iiecuiitie of the ohstnictioti of the Lazaretto 
Point light, for the eHtalillshment of rnnge lights as a ittilde for Fort McHenry 
channel. Plniis have been carefully considered and the most feasible of them 
la that for the estahllshnient of rnnge lights with the front light near the Inter- 
Bectlon of the Brewerton and Fort McHenry channels. The front llglit would 
also sene as u turning point for vessels going into or out of the harbor, and the 
rear light would indicate the shoiil near Hock Point, on the west side of the 
Patapsco River. The eBtHbllshment of auch ii range would Involve considerable 
expense, lint It would he fully Justified by the great advantage It would confer 
on the large qnantlty of tmlfic representing the coininerciiil interests of this 
vicinity. 

Captain Sebree. I do not seem to find that in this year's report. 
I wonder if that slipped by me in getting the report out? What 
did we recommend for that last year? 

The Chairman. You reconiinen<led to us the passage of a bill car- 
rying $125,000. 

Captain Sebree. That is what I thought. I think, if you will let 
that go over, tliat I can look it up. I do not know just how it stands 
now, and do not know just what our last report was, I know that 
It has not died out at all. and that thev are still after it. 
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The Chairman. How about the establishment of two beacon lights 
at the month of the La Tiappe River, Maryland? Last year you 
stat«d: 

Tbls river has been iiiiproveil by The Uulted States nt a cost of about 99,000. 
The project (or Improvement called for o cbannel 150 feet wide nnd 11 feet deep 
across the bar at the mouth of the river. It Is proposed to mark this dredged 
cut by two lighted beacunH. Three steauiera and 81 sailing ressels and barges 
are reported as plying in the river. 

You recommended the passage of a bill providing for two beacon 
lights at a cost not to exceed $10,000. 

Captain Sebree. Yes; I think that when we went over that here 
we stilted that if we could get the money we could do that without ■ 
an act of Congress. 

The Chaibman. If we are to do it at all, we might as well do it in 
the bill as any other way. 

Captain Sebree. Theii you had better put that in. There is one 
thing in this Fifth District that you can easily see is important I 
have asked for it for a good many years. It has reference to this 
wharf down here in Washington. It is absolutely disgraceful and 



we can not do anything to it. ' AVe lay some planks along it but we 
»n not fix it up properly. AVe have asked for $30,000. 
The Chairman. \\Tiere is that; in your report? 



Captain Sebree. It is on page 72. We want $30,000 for it. That 
estimate was made some time ago. The piles are all rotted out and 
we can not put buoys on it. It will fail down if il is not atten<led to, 
and we can not spend any money on it very well without it is appro- 
priated. 

Mr. Stevens. AMiat do you use it for? 

Captain Sebree. It was previously used for buoys that belong in 
the Potomac River. Instead of taking them down to the mouth of 
the Potomac, we would take up the old buoys and leave them there. 
It is a Government wharf and it could be used for other vessels. 

The Chairman. That is a matter that is under the jurisdiction of 
the committee on appropriationa As I understand it, it is something 
that is already there, and what you want to do is to remodel it. n 
you want to build an entirely new wharf and it is a new proposition, 
we would then have jurisdiction of it. 

Colonel Casey. It would practically amount to tiiat. 

Captain Sebree. We own the land. 

The Chairman. I think it would be proper in the other bill. You 
had better find out about that. You will probably be before the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations on the sundry civil bill, within a few days. 

Captain Sebree. Then we will take "the matter up with them, and 
if they say it is not under their jurisdiction I will bring it back to 
you. 

The Chairman. How about a light vessel for Cape Henry ? You 
have been recommending one there. 

Captain Sebree. There have been several wrecks in that vicinity 
in the last year, and the steamship companies have been pushing us 
very hard to establish a light there. I would like to have one if I 
could get it — either that or the Hedge Fence. As between the two, I 
would rather have the one for Cape Henry. 

Mr. Stevens. How many light-vessels have you on that coast? 
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Captain Sebree, We have one at Cape Charles, which is 10 or 12 
miles from there, Tliere have been some wrecks there in the last 
year. No matter how many we had there, there would be wrecks, 
and we could not prevent it. At present we have a bnoy out there 
with a very powernii light. It is a new acetylene gas buoy, and that 
helps some. 

Mr. Stevens. How far out do you put those buoys? 

Captain Serree. We put them abont fi or 8 mil&s out east of Cape 
Henry; but in fogjry weather they can not see the liplit and can not 
hear the fog whistle at Cape Henry so far out. 

The Chairman. That is for vessels going south and coming from 
the south ? 

Captain Sebree. Mainly for those coming from the north. This 
would be placed to mark the channel. 

The Chairman. Can not the vessels coming from the north come 
around the light vessel east of Cape Charles? 

Captain Sebree. Yes; but the fact remains that there have been 
several wrecks there. 

The Chairman. There is a good deal of commerce there carried by 
ves.'sels going south. I rememoer going down to Virginia Beach and 
counting 15 or 20 vessels in sight there at one time. 

Captam Sebree. There are hundreds of these coasting vessels. 

The Chairman. Some of them are 6-masters, as I i-einember? 

Captain Sebree. Yes; there have been quite a number of wrecks 
around there. 

The Chairman. What use would it be to a vessel coming from the 
north to have two fog signals and two light-ships right in the same 
range ? 

Captain Sebree. In fog^ weather they do not go right close in 
there, because if he is bound there he is not going to head in in thick 
weather. He does not hear this whistle and he brings up away over 
here [indicating]. I may say frankly that I am strongly in favor 
of this: but to bo perfectly frank about it, some of my brother mem- 
bers on the Board are not quite as strong about it as I am. 

The Chairman. Whom do you mean? 

Captain Sebree. Admiral Seiter, for one. I have not talked with 
Colonel Casey about it to any very great extent, becanse he has only 
been there a short time. The last time T talked with Captain Ross 
about it he seemed to have changed his mind, I talked with him 
becanse some member of Congres.s asked me to tell him where there 
was a wreck in the last year caused by the want of an aid (o naviga- 
tion, and I did not have one right on the end of my tongne. He 
crowded me alwut it and I told him that I would find out; that I did 
not know right at that time. I can not keep all these things in my 
mind. 

Captain Ross said : " Why didn't you tell him down at False Cape, 
where we ought to have that light-sliipf 

The Chairman. You do not want a light-ship at False Cape? 

Capt^iin Sebree. This is (o the northward of False Cape; but it 
would protect against False Cape, and if authorized it might be de- 
cided to put it oif False Cape. 

The Chairman. I should think that a ship coniine around from the 
north would be rather off his reckoning it it should run into False 
Cape in trying to come in bv a light-ship at Cape Charles. 
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Captain Sebree. She would be off her reckoning. False Cape is 
25 miles Boiith of Cape Hatteras; but if a vessel has been out four or 
five days without anv sight. 2fl miles is not verv far for her to be off. 

The Chaikman. Is that all in the fifth district? 

Captain Skrree. Yes. 

The Chairman. How about the ^ixth district? 

Captain Sebree. I do not think we ask for much there. 

The Chairman. You arc building a light-vessel and tender. 

Captain Sedree. We are building a light-vessel and tender. 

Colonel C.\SEY. We have no tender in the sixth district now. We 
have got a little naptha launch. 

Captain Sebree. ^V'e have got the old Wisteria. 

The Chairman. What has become of the Fknron'i 

Captain Sebree. She is a wooden ves.sel. and we have got her. 

The Chairman. You have two naptha launches. 

Captain Sebree. Yes; the Wintena is still going. 

Colonel Casby. She is occupied in the south a good deal and we do 
not have anything to use around there. 

The Chairman, You soon will have a new tender there. I do not 
think you can complain of Congress about that, because that tender 
was authorized three years ago. 

Captain Sedree. No. sir; we can not complain. 

The Chairman. And vou have not commenced work on her yet. 
It took );ou two years before you advertii^d for bids. 

Captain Serrel. I admit it was neglected in our office. 1 was there 
a part of the time and was resjMinsiDle for part of it; but I was not 
there all the time. 

The Chairman. How about the Seventh district? 

Colonel Casey. We had a lot of beacons knocked down by a storm, 
and we are building them up now. 

The Chairman. We take care of that through the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

Captain Sebree, I want a tender for that district. The Laurel is 
one of two that we have. I started to sell her last year and was about 
to do it, but the inspector who was running her said he could make 
her go another year; but he has reported that he will have to quit, and 
that he will not take the responsibility of sending her out. 

The Chairman. The Laurel is no good? 

Captain Sebree. She is no good and we have got to sell her. 

The Chair.man. You now have the Laurel and the Mangrove for 
buoy tenders? 

Captain Sebree. Yes. 

The Chairman. And the Arbutus and /i^yf 

Captain Sebree. Yes; they belong to the Seventh and Eighth 
districts. We have got the ^angroue and I am now repairing her 
at a cost of $30,000. She cost $(3,000 ten years ago. I trie<l to fix 
her up, and the lowest bid I got for it was $73,000. I got one other 
bid at $80,000. I sent to every ship builder in the country, and that 
was the best I could do. That was an estimate to give lier new en- 
gines and boilers. I cut them out, so that the repairs are going to 
cost $30.(XX), keeping the same old engines and the same oltf boilers. 

The Chairman. You think you need a new tender there? 

Captain Sebree. I do think we need a new tender in the Seventh 
District. There has been a special letter written about that since 
this report was made. 
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The Chairman. Written to whom? 

Captain Hebree. Written to Congress, I prepared the letter for 
the Secretarv of Commerce and Labor to sign. It goes then to the 
Secretaiy of the Treasury, and he sends it to the Speaker of the 
House. 

The Chairman. It is one of the gi-eatest mysteries to me that there 
is no administrative department in the Government which has the 
slightest conception of how to proceed to get legislation out of Con- 
gress. Yoii might as well have whistled to the wind as to do what 
you have done. 

Captain Sebree. We have got to find that out by experience, I 
found it out by coming over here to see you about another tender 
for Mississippi River, If I had not come to you and asked you about 
it tliat letter would have been lying there yet. 

The Chairman. Certainly. 

Captain Sebree. I do not know who the members of Congress from 
Florida are. 

The Chairman. You do not need to go to them. The proper 
thing for v*"' ^^ do in all these cases is to call the attention of some 
meinber oi the committee which has charge of the matter. 

Captain Sebree, I shall do that in the future, and do it in the 
proper way. I know the Secretary of Labor and Commerce pretty 
well, and I can go, as I did in this case, and ask his authority to come 
and speak to you about it. 

The Chairman. The truth is that every day the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives receives from one to twenty communications 
of this kind from the different Departments of the Government, 
They are referred to certain committees, and nobody ever s(«s them. 
They are never printed in the Record. Nobody sees them except the 
fellow who sends them in. The committee does not stop to reaa these 
things unless their attention is called to them, because they have 
other work to do. 

Captain Sebree. I have been finding that out; but we have to go 
by the regulations, and it is not proper for me to come before you, 
imlesS I am sent', to talk about these matters. I can not come without 
the authority of the Department in which I am serving. I will state 
to you right now that if you will put in a provision for a light-house 
tender for the Seventh light-house district you will find a letter here 
stating the reasons. 

The Chairman. The letter is probably before our committee and 
supposedly before us. as we are toe committee that has it in charge; 
but we never heard of it. 

Captain Sebree. The clerk of the committee has it. I suppose. 

The Chairman. I presume so; and I presume it is filed away where 
it belongs. I may state to you that you put so much stuff in your re- 
ports that you do not want that we do not pay much attention to 
what you say, because we don't know whether you mean it or not. 

Captain Sebree. I think this is a necessary provision, and if you 
will make a note of that I can write you a letter with reference to it. 

The Chairman, We do not want anything more about that now. 
Wc will find out all about it now; but we never heard of it before. 

Captain Sebree. And make it $200,000. 

The Chairman, Which would you think was the more essential, 
this light-house tender or the Porto Rico tender, if you could only 
have one t 
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Captain Sehbke. T really think I will Htick to the Porto Rico tender, 
if I can only have one. They do not seem to want to give anything 
for Porto Rico. 

The Chairman. How abont a light-honse at Cape Romano, in the 
Seventh district — " Cape Romano, on the island forming that cape, 
about 33 miles sontheast from Sanibel Island, Florida." You say in 
the report: s. 

The Gulf coast of Florida betn'een Sanibel island and Key West, sometltjag 
over 100 miles. 1h nlthout ii niiigle light. Tlicre In [|Ultp a \»ru» t-omnierce car- 
ried oti hetweeii Klorlilii iK>rtK above fiualbel Inlnnd und Key Went and Cuba, 
using a route along tlie wext i-oniit of Florida, and n light at C'a|)e Kouumo 
would be of grpnt benefit The island forming the caiw was reserved for llgbt- 
bouse purposes by the Kxeeutive order dated Janiinrj- », 1878. 

The e.stiniated cost of that is $35,000. Yon have increased it to 
$45,000. 

Captain Sbbree. T do not think that is an urgent thing. 

The Chairman. How about the Eighth district? 

Colonel Casev. The Horn Island light was completely wiped out, 
and where it stood there is a channel six feet deep. 

The Chairman. What need have you for a light there if you have 
a channel? . 

Colonel Casey. We will have to build some kind of a beacon there 
on that point. It did not carry away the whole island. 

The Chairman. How much of a light did you have there before? 

Colonel CA8Er. I tliink it wa.s a third-order light. 

The Chairman, A\1iat 501! of foundations did it have ? 

Colonel Casey. It did not have as good foundations as it should 
have had. 

The Chairman. AVhat became of the light-house keeper? 

Colonel Casey. He was di-owned and his wife was drowned. 

Tlie Chairman. Did he leave any children? 

Colonel Casey. I think he had some children, but they were all 
drowned. There is a light-liouso on Sand Island, right off Mobile. 
Sand Island was conipletelv carried away during that storm ; but 
that light -house tower stood on this little mound of riprap that was 
placed around it and was not injured at all. 

Mr. Stevens. What are you going to do; fill it in? 

Colonel Casey. We are going to put more riprap around it and try 
to save it. 

The Chair-man. You have a light there 50 feet high? 

Captain Serbeb. It is nearer IW feet high ; it is a very high one. 

The CiiAiRAi AN. This report says that this light was finally discon- 
tinued. 

Captein Sebree. It says that the Hand Island range light was dis- 
continued. 

The Chairman. Where is the Sand Island light? 

Captain Sebree. We have not said anj'thing about that. I left out 
a lot of these things in this report. 

Colonel Casey. ITiat was in good condition; but when I was down 
there a few weeks ago I could not land on it because the surf was so 
high. 

The Chairman. You sav yon need a light on Horn Island? 

Captain Serree. Xo, sir; my recollection is that we recommend 
putting that light in another place. There has got to be some kind of 
a beacon on Horn Island. 
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The Chairman. AVhat is the necessity for putting a light there* 

Captuiii Sebree. Instead of rebuilding the Horn Idiind light there 
is a reconiniendiilion to put the light over on the other side. 

The Chaibmax. Have you got to have a new light there to take the 
place of the Honi Island light? 

Captain Sedree. There is a re<x>iuniendntion to build a light in 
plnce of the Horn Island light, but that is in the urgent deficiency 
bill. I think you had better let this go over until we can look it up. 

Tlie Chairman. How alnjut Sabine Pass? ^ATiat has been done 
there? You ask for $40,000 for a light-house at Sabine Pass. 

Captain Sebbee. I do not think that is so very urgent. 

The CiuiHMAN. There was some legislation in Congress last ses- 
sion that will determine that. 

Captain Sebbee. We have built a light at Sabine Bank, which is 1'2 
miles soutli of there, and that is in operation. 

The Chairman. You have a reconmiendation for a li^it-house 
depot near Fort San Jacinto, in Galveston Harbor. 

Captain Sebree. Yes; we would like to have something there. 

The Ciiairmax. You now change your request from $18,000 to 
$5,000. I suppose yoii can do that out of your general fund, and 
probably are doing it? ' 

Captain Sebree. We have not done it vet. Of course we could do 
that. 

The Chairman. What do voii want there? 

Captain Sebbee. I want $5,000. 

The Chairman. For what ? • 

Captain Sebree. Simply to put a wliarf in there. We want $5,000 
for a buoy wharf at San Jacinto, near Galve.ston. 

The Chairman. You ask for a new tender down here. I suppose 
if you should get a new tender for the Seventh District that would 
do for both ? 

Cabtain Sebree. That is a tender that they are urging for use in 
the sounds. 

The Chairman. That is because the heavy tender can not go in 
there? 

Captain Sebree. Nothing but small things can go in there, and 
when they want to go in there now they have to hire a ves.sel. 

Mr. Stevens. There is not much for it to do? 

Captain Sebreb. Yes; there are a good many lights there. 

The Chairuan. You say : 



Captain Sebree. That would be from Mobile to Rio Grande, going 
right along the coast. 

The Chairman. The light -stations in these lakes are now inspected 
and supplied by hired vessels? Do you know what the cost is at 
present ? 

Captain Sebree. No; I could not tell you that. They have to pay 
about $2.^ a day for a boat when they go around op an inspection. 

The Chairman. Do you need anj'thing in the Ninth District, on 
Lake Michigan? The Lake Carriers, the other day, insisted that 
there should be a light-house in place of the light-ship at White 
Shoals. 
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. Captain Sebree. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. What would that cost? 

Captain Sebree. $250,000. We just got in the estimate yesterday. 

The Chairman, How much of that is for the foundation? 

Colonel Casey. About $1.50,000 of it is for the foundation. 

Mr. Stevens. What is the diifereiiwi in the service that you will get 
out of it ? 

Captain Sebree. A light-ship has to be removed early in the season 
and it does not get out until pretty lat« the next season. They hav« 
a great deal of navigation after the iight-ship is removed, and they 



have no light to go bv. 

The Chairman. They have a lighl 

Captain Sebree. Yes; but all of those things are away in the worst 



The Chairman. They have a light vessel there at Grays Keef. 



reason of the yeiir, and you can not put them back when navigation 
opens. You can not fix them so they will stav there. 

The Chairman. As I understand it, their claim is that in the early 
part of the year and in the late portion of the year the only light 
they have is the one at Waugoshance. and that the others are all 
lights that are taken away ? 

Colonel Casey. That is the pith of the matter. 

The Chairman. Is there not now a buov down near Manitou 
Island ? 

Captain Sebree. Yes. 

The CitAiHMAN. If we should provide for a light-house at ^Tiite 
Shoals could the vessel at WTiite Shoals be properly transferred to 
North ManitOH Isle, or the shoal where the gas Duoy is now ? 

Captain Sebree. Yes. 

The Chairman. That vessel would be a suitable vessel. 

Captain Sebree. Yes; but I have put in for $50,000 for a light 
vessel. If that light-house was provided for now there is no chance 
that the light-house would be in operation for three or four years. 

The Chairman. Very likely not ; but the light vessel would still be 
good at the end of that time. 

Captain Sebree. If we keep her repaired. I guess she will. 

The Chairman. It was a pretty trim looking vessel when I saw it. 

Captain Sebree. We are spending $18,000 now on three of them. 
I think they have them at Sheboygan. 

The Chairman. I would like to say to vciu that I had a verv 
pleasant trip last summer on that inspector's tender. Some peopfe 
with whom I am acquainted say that I am inclined to be a little bil 
critical at times; but of course, I don't think I am. I found every- 
thing in mighty good shape around there, so far as care could 
make it. 

Captain Sebree. I am glad to hear it. Orchard is a very good 
man. 

The Chairman. I think the light-house there would make the best 
housewives almost turn green with en\'y. if they saw how they an; 
kept. 

Captain Sebbee. I would like to take you gentlemen to one I vis- 
ited the other day at Cape Hatteras. That did not look so well. 

The Chairman. $250,000 is a considerable sum of money. Upon 
what is your estimate based? 

Captain Sebree. Major Judson sent in that estimate. 
* N-07 * 
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The OiiAiuMAx, That is a good ilt-al of a giiess^ 

Captain SKitKEE. I expect it is, without going ont then- and milk- 
ing borings. Perhaps thiit would be in 20 feet of water. I don't 
know j'nMt what the soundings are. 

The Chaikmas. I think likely it is in 20 feet of water or pretty 
<!lose to it. 

Colonel Casey, Von may have a stnrni some day that will come 
along and destroy all that yon have put down, so that yon have fo 
have a very largi' contingent fund. 

Captain Serree. There was one Imilt ont in California, niid my 
retrollection is that it eost in the ueiffhlxirhood of $750,000. 

The Chairman. I wonder what Waiigoshana' cost? That is bnilt 
on rock and is absolutely under water! 

Colonel Casey. They probably had a good foundation there. 

Captain Bebrre. We had a bill introdiiced asking for $150,000 for 
that. We got a report on it j'&sterday and the colonel and I talked 
about the matter thin morn'mg. 

The Chairman. What bill was intntdnced? 

Captain Sebree. There was a bill introduced bv Mr. Burton. I 
think, and he put it at $150,000. 

The Chairman. How about the light you ask for iit Poinle an.x 
Barques, Manistique, Lake Michigan? That was authoried in 1893. 
Why didn't you get the inonev for it? You can get the money out 
of the Committee on Appropriations if yon make an e-stimate for it, 
ask for it, and it is needed. 

Captain tSEitREE. I don't know just where ihat is on the lake. 

The Chairman. I think ('aptain Orchard told nie that was needed. 

How much of a nece-ssity is there for a light ves.sel at North Mani- 
tou Isle Shoals, in addition to what is there now? 

Captain Sbiir>:k. I never heard of that until the Lake Carriers were 
in the other day. Of course that buoy is moved away when the ice 
comes in. 

The ('hairman. That was not the argument that was made here. 

Captain Sebree. Tlie argnnieiit is that they want a fog signal 
there to show where the turn is, and I (hought that argument was 
good. In view of the gi-eat increase of traffic, 1 think that would be a 
good thing and a proper thing to do. 

The Chairman. Of course those vessels navigate regardless of 
whether it is day or night. 

Ca[>tain Sebree. Yes; and they go full speed. I think the traffic 
there is increasing a great deal all the time. T rather thought that the 
Lake Carriers' Association were pretty moderate in coming in and 
asking for only four things. They had boiled it down from probably 
dozens of things. 

The Chairman. While we are on this district we may as well take 
up another subject, because I see that you have made a lot of requests 
at different times for keepers' dwellings. \\Tiat would you think of 
it if Congress should authorize the Light-House Board or the Secre- 
tary of Commerce and Labor (o contract for a certain number of 
keepers' dwellings at a certain limit of cost! I introduced a bill the 
other day having that object in view. Snppoiie that we should, by 
legislation, authorize you to construct, .say, thirty light-house keepers' 
dwellings and appurtenant structim's. leaving it then to the discretion 
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of the Committee on Anpiopiiatioiis to iippronriate sudi ainoimt.'i as 
yon insisted you needea, either for a particular plat-e or generally, 
and thereby largely leaving it to yonr own difici-etion as to where you 
would build these light-houses keepers' dwellings, within this limit 
of thirty. Waiving for a moment the <|ue.stion of cost, if that could 
be done, would it be in the inteiest of the service 'i 

Captain Sebrec I rather think it would be. 

Colonel C.\SEV. I think it would I>e »n e.\cellent idea, but on the 
Pacific coast, for instance, we had an authorization for a light-house 
keeper's dwelling at $."),ri(H), ami if would cost now sfT.-WO because of 
advance of cost of materials. 

The Cii.MRMAN. AA'aivinj; the (piestion uf cost for the present, I 
winit to get your idea as to the other projKtsition. whether if we give 
vou the autiiorization to construct a certain number, you can tell 
better whei^ the light-house keepers' dwellings are most needed and 
can do your work in a more effective manner than you can if you 
have to prefer a reque-st to lis as to a particular one. 

Colonel Casev. Yes; I think so. 

Captain Sebrek. I think that is a good idea, waiving the (|nestion of 
ct>st. 

The Cn.MB.MAN. That is another pni|K»sitioti. 

Colonel Casev. Give us a lump ^nm. 

The Chairman. We would not give you a lump sum. You get no 
lump sum for anything out of me. As to the question of cost, I think 
that la.st year we did provide for dwellings at some ]>lace ut a cost of 
a little over $11,000. 

C«|)tain Sebkee. You authorized two dwellings in the eighth 
district for $12,000. 

The Chairman. Would $Ci,000 l>e a sufficient amount f 

Colonel Casey. Not as a inuxtinum. 

The CiiAiRMAK. What would l>e the maximum? 

Colonel C.\8EV. We had an anthori/.ation for a dwelling on the 
Pacific coast for $'>,500; but the prices have gone up so since the 
earthquake that it can not be built for $7,000. 

The Chairman. I think it is advisable to wait until prices go down 
out there. We do not have to build a light keeper's dwelling at an 
excessive cast. 

Colonel Casey. That simply shows what may occur, and if we are 
limited we may Ik- hampered a good deal. 

The Chair-man. You may l)e; but we have to hamper yon on these 
things. AVe want to get a reasonable ninxinuim amount. Of course 
there is no object in saying $«,000 if the prices are such that you can 
not build an ordinary dwelling for $6,000. On the other hand, we 
do not care to give you authority to build very fancy dwellings, which 
yon very likely would not build yoni-self if vou had control of it, but 
Which perhaps the engineer might persuade von to build, through 
sympatliy, or .something else, nir tne light-fiousp keeper at some 
point. We want to fix a reasonable maxinuim. 

Captain Sebrek. I rather think that if yon conld build a certain 
kind of a house for $."»,i"»00 you might build a smaller one for less, by 
cutting down the requirements. I am going right. back now to the 
reasoning that I gave yon on the light-house tenders: but that is a 
different proposition. 
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The Chairman. There is no reason why we should give them fancy 
dwellings; but we want to be able to build Mibstntitial buildings and 
to build them properly. There may be exceptional cases where you 
would want more money, but we will take care of the exceptional 
cases. 

Colonel Casey. I think that $6,000 is a i^asonable and amserva- 
tive figure. 

The Chairman. I do not know whether $G,000 is enough, in view 
of the increase in cost. 

Colonel Casey, I think so. It may be more or less, according to 
circumstances. 

Captain Sebrbe. I think that a building owned by the Government, 
which is supposed to last through a good many keejjers, ought to be a 
respecta1)le and decent good looking building; in other words, it 
ou£rht to be a kind of a model building for that part of the countrv. 

The Chairman. That is just where we differ. We are not engaged 
in building model buildings for that part of the country. We do 
not want to build monumental buildings for a light-keeper's dwelling. 

Colonel Casey. No; we simply want them comfortable. We put 
these men in ont-of-the-way places and give them very small salaries, 
and we ought to make theiu as eomfortable as possible. 

Mr. Stevens. We all agree to that. 

The Chairman. We want to provide them with a sub^^tantial 
dwelling, and we want to provide a sufficient amount. 

Colonel Casey. My opinion is that $0,000 is a good conseivati^'e 
estimate. 

The Chairman. The limit in this bill was fixed at $6,000 where 
you own the site. Would not $1,000 cover the cost of a site any- 
where? 

Colonel Cabey. That varies very much. 

Captain Sebree. Then when we get authority to build a new light- 
house this bill would not stop us from building the dwelling. At 
Ca|>e Hinchbrook we are building a light-house and a keeper's dwell- 
ing. I think the bill authorizes a keeper's dwelling to be constructed. 
If we had a bill like this, would that apply to such a case, or, in 
other words, would that be one of the thirty? 1 should not think 
it would. 

The Chairman. Of course this bill would not cut out any item in 
another bill. The authority to build the light-house at Cape Hinch- 
brook is authority to establish a light-hou,se station, and they construe 
that to mean not only the building of the light-house tower but the 
appurtenant buildings. 

Colonel Casev. In other words, that does not rule us out in excep- 
tional cases where there are special bills. 

The Chairman. I think not. 

Captain Sebree. I think that is a good bill. 

The Chairman. We have a great many of these requests, and there 
is no doubt that there are many ca.ses in which they need new light 
keeper's dwellings. We can not tell, and I doubt very much whether 
you gentlemen can tell without a very careful examination, just what 
is the most needed, unless you have the responsibility put upon you, 
and then you will acquire the information. 
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Mr. Stevens. Before you leave the ninth district, I want to say 
that Mr. Davidson, of Wisconsin, asked me concerning a proposition 
for some range lights. 

Captain Sebree. It does not need an act of Congress to provide 
for that. 

Tlie Chairman. They want to establish lights at not to exceed four 
different places on the Fox River and connecting channels. How 
about that* 

Captain Sebrej;. If you put in the bill a provision for lighting the 
Fox River and Lake Winnebago that would cover the matter. 

Mr. Stevens. That would be in the sundry civil bill. 

The Chairman. It would be subject to a point of order in the sun- 
dry civil bill. That point of order may be raised. I might raise it 
myself. 

Mr. Davidson writes: 

I^he W'iiiiR'bnKo and iMkn Uutte ilex Mortus. xltuuteil ut;iir Ui^hkoHh. arc ex- 
|>BDRious Of tbe Vox River. I^^kes I'o.vgan and Wlnnei'ouue are espaDHions of 
the Wulf River. These lakeH average from (i to 12 nillen lu wldtli and from 6 to 
30 inlleH In length. Wtiere tlieiie rlvent extend Into the lake the laud Ik uhubII; 
low and roar3h.v, and In the sunituer reiirinn a rank growth of vi^ietntlon ko ob- 
scures the channel entranee that It is diftli-iilt for boata to dlstlnsiilxh the inoutb 
of the river from bayouH which extend from these lakes lia<-k Into the marsh or 
lowlands surrounding. There nre over -MH) Iwnta openitiug on (Iiphp waters dur- 
iOK the seaaou of navigntlou. 

How would you describe that locality in the bill? 

Captain Sebree. That would come in under the general appropria- 
tion^ — ^under the lighting of rivers. 

The Chairman. Suppose we should put in a provision as we did 
last year for the fourteeth district? Can we not sav here. " Post 
lights on the Fox River and its connecting channels and lakes? " 

Colonel Casey. Would it not be more definite to say "on Green 
Bav and I^dike Winnebago? " 

1"he Chairman. We ciMiid say "Fox River, Jjiike Winnebago and 
connecting channels." But you have already got all the lights you 
want on Lake Winnebago. 

Captain Sebree. There are two little beacon lights there. 

The Chairman. The^e are the channel entrances of the rivers into 
the lakes. We can describe them easily enough as " post lights on the 
Fox River, Lake Winnebago, and connecting channels and lakes.*' 

Captain Sebree. Yes. sir: I think that would cover it. 

The Chairman, \\Tiat would they cost ? 

Captain Sebree. They would cost $25 to $50 apiece to ei-ect them, 
and it would cost $10 to $1 3 each a month to run them. It would cost 
$400 or $500 to erect them and maintain them for a year. 

The Chairman. Say $500. Then when vou matie your estimate 
for the sundry civil ajipropriation you will have to include these 
rivers. 

Ciyjtain Sebree. If this goes in in that way it will give us $.500; 
hut I don't know whether lean pay salaries out of that, unless it is 
put into the sundry' civil bill, under " Lighting rivers." 

The Chairman, How about the Tenth district? That is the dis- 
trict of Mr. Ryan, who is a nieml»er of thii^ sulxrommittee. 
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Captuiii lSbubkk. I do not l>eiieve there is much new wanted tliere. 
We fflive them liomething last year. They (lid want some keepers'' 
dwelTings at Buffalo. 

The Chairman. We gave them one hist year. They want more 
keepers' iJwellings? 

Captain Hebkee. They have got a keeper's dwelling that ih all out 
of proportion in that district. It is to<> big a dwelhng and ctwt too 
much money. 

The Chairman. What abont the Eleventh district? 

Captain Sebree. The most important thing in that district with 
reference to I^ake Superior is the light that is asked for at Split 
Rock, near Beaver Bay. The bill asks for $100,000. Colonel Casey 
and I talked it over and we have put it in at Sp75.(HH). 

Tlie Chairman. Do you think von could build a light there for 
S75,000? 

Captain Sebrkb. Yes; we could get the site there and we can get a 
good foundation and we will not need a veri' high tower. 

Mr. Stevens. AMiat about Knife Island? 

Colonel Caseit. We condemned that. 

Captain Sebree. We turned that down because it is only 8 miles 
from Two Harbors, and we do not think it is important enough, as 
there are many other places that are much more important. The 
Lake Carriers' As.sociation did not even mention that. 

Mr. Stevens. There is a bill before the committee which has 
been pressed upon us. I asked a question about that at the hearing. 

Captain Sebree. I'his is an important place. 

The Chairman, \yhat about the light on Gull Island? 

Colonel Casey. We have no report about that 3'et. 

Captain Sebree. I think that is a good thing; but we have not got 
our local report and do not know how much money to talk about. 

The Chairman. You were impressed with the statement which the 
I^ake Carriers' Association made about it? 

Captain Sedree. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. There is now a light at the south end of Michigan 
Island ? 

Captain Sebree. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Would the other light be abandoned if you put 
up the Gull Island H^ht? 

Captain Sebree. >io; I think not. You can not see one from the 
other. Yon can not see across the land. 

The Chairman. Why don't yon utilize some of these things that 
are not nefdwl? There is 11 light at Milwaukee, on the north side, 
which there is mi excuse for maintaining. 

Captain Sebree. We sometimes discontinue them, and then we get 
an order from higher authority and have to put them back again. 

The Chairman, You have not had to do anything of that kind 
sinw I have lieeii here. AMiat else do the Lake Carriers' Association 
ask for ? 

Captain Sebree, They ask for the Split Rock light and the (Jull 
Island light and for some range lights in the harbors at Grand Island, 

Mr. Stevens. AATiut would they cost? 

Captain Sebkke. I think $10,000 or Sl.-i.OOO would put them un. If 
we had enough money we could put them up without an act or Con- 
gress, and call them beacon lights. 

C'.oiwlc 
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Mr. Stevens. WTiat about Whitefish Bay, near AVhitefish Point? 

Captain Sebree. The.^ wanted a lighl/ship there witli a fog-signal, 
and I told them to put in $50,000. But in the last letter we got they 
did not ask for that. They asked for a big gas buoy there. 

Mr. Stevens. Then it is not of much importance. 

Captain Sebree. No; I do not think it is of anylhing like as much 
importance as these other two things. 

The Chairman. How about the Thirteenth district? What is 
the most important thing you want on the Pacific soast? 

Captain Sebree, A lignt-ship for Swift Sure Bank, at the entrance 
to the Straits of Fuca. 

The Chairman. Have you worked yonrself up to the point where 
you can conscientiously tell us that you think that ought to be pro- 
vided for? 

Captain Sebree. I think so. I think that if we can only get one 
thing for the whole Pacific coast that is the most important. 

Mr. Stevens. Suppose we should read to you your testimony, 
what would you say? 

Captain Sebree. If I said anything different from that I would say 
that I have changed my mind. I went out there and went onto that 
shoal, and I think you ougljt to give that. 

The Chairman. Do you think that light vessel is necessary theiv, 
as the location of the turning jmint I 

Captain Sebree. Yes, sir. 

The Chair-man. That is what it wouhl lie for. 

Captain Sebree. It would be for them to head for. 

The Chairman. What about Carquinez Strait? 

Captain Sebree. I stand by that. I recommended that a good 
many years ago, and still stick to it. 

The Chairman. They have done without it all this time. 

Captain Sebree. Of course they have, and they have done without 
everything you have not given them. 

The Chairman. How about the Red Rock light fog signal ? 

Captain Sebree. I think we can get along without that. 

The Chairman, What have yon to say about the Cape Blanco 
light vessel? 

Captain Sebree. Ijet us get the other one first. It would l)e n good 
thing to have one there. 

The Chairman. You think vou can do without that one? 

C'aptain Sebree. We have clone without it all these years. That 
will be quoted against me, too. I think a light-ship there would be a 
good thing; but I donV think it is as important as the other one. 

The Chairman. There was a request last vear for a light-ship off 
Point Judith, Rhode I-sland. You reported against that, and you . 
have no renson to change your mind about that^ 

Captain Sebreb. I have not put it in. although they are urging it 
very strongly. 

The Chairman. They wanted a light-house at Pillar Point, Cali- 
fornia, last year, and you reported against that. You have not seen 
any reason to change your mind about that ? 

Captain Sebkee. I still stick to that. 

The Chairman, They asked for a light-house for signal on Bouton 
Point, New York. Inst year, M'e never had any report from you 
about that. 
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Captain Sebreb. I am iii favor of that. 

The Chairman. Jjast year they wanted to increase the cost of the 
fc^ sie;nal a,t the fog-signal station at Battery Point, Puget Sound, 
Washington, from $6,000 to $14,000. My recollection is that we did 
not agree about that 

Captain Sebree. We asked for $8,000. 

The Chairman. You ask for $8j000 additional ? 

Captain Sebree. $8,000 in addition to the original $6,000, making a 
total of $14,000. • 

The Chairman, Do you think you need that i 

Captain Sebree. Yes, sir; I do. 

The Chairman. You think that additional appropriation ought to 
be made, do you ? 

Captain Sebree. Yes. sir; I do. 

The Chairman. How about the light-house and fog signal at Cape 
Arago, Oregon ! 

Captain Sebree. We ought to do something there. 

The Chairman. You recommended that last year. 

Captain Sebree. They say it is in mighty ba^ shape there now. 

The Chairman. You have a recommendation for a light-house and 
fog signal at the entrance to Bellingham Bay in the State of Wash- 
ington. You ask for $30,000. 

Captain Sebree. Is that in the bill? 

The Chairman. No; that was there last year. 

Captain Sebree. We ask for $30,000. and we want it. We stick by 
that. 

The Chairman. What we want to know is which is the more desir- 
able, that or the Cape Arago light? 

Captain Sebree. I should say to fix up Cape Arago. . 

The Chairman. Suppose we should say that we would give you 
Cape Arago and Bellingam Bay or the Swift Sure light- vessel, which 
would you prefer? 

Captain Sebree. The Swift Sure light-vessel. I am thoroughly 
convinced on that. 

The Chairman. Do you still think you need a light at Cape 
Spencer, in Alaska ? 

Captain Sebbee. Yes; we want that, but I would like to have an 
opportunity to think that over and look it up a little bit, if you want 
to know whether T would rather have a light at Cape Spencer or some 
other place. 

The Chairman. I wa.s going to ask you which would be the more 
desirable, a light-house at Cape Spencer or at Resurrection Bay. 

Cimtain Sebree. Right off the bat I should say Cape Spencer, 

, but I don't know yet. In fact, they are talking about a railroad that 

is being built out there at Resurrection Bay. I saw a man fropi 

there the other day. and he said they really have got one built back in 

the interior. 

The Chairman. Is there anything pressing now in Alaska, except 
Cape Hitchbrook. which is provided for ? 

Captain Sebree. I don't think there is. 

The Chairman. Then your opinion is that so far as the State of 
Washington is concerned, you would rather have the Swiftsure light 
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Captain Sebreb. Yes. 

The Chairman. And as far as Oregon is concerned, it would be 
Cape Arago? So far as California is concerned, was it not Car- 
quinez Straitf 

Captain Sebree. No: was there not something else we asked for 
tberef There is one thing there which has not been mentioned at 
all yet and which slipped oy me. I think maybe that would be the 
one to give. 

The Chairman. Before you go into that, tell us about the necessity 
for a relief light vessel on the Pacific coast. They have asked for 
one for California. 

Captain Sebree. That would not come in first. Swiftsure Bank 
would be No. 1, Lake Michigan No. 2, the relief light-ship for dis- 
trict 12, No, 3, and Hedge Pence 4th and last. If I can only get 
three light-ships, I think I would like to have the first three. 

The Chairman. As to a light-ship in Lake Michigan at North 
Manitou Island Shoals — do you not think it would probably be suffi- 
cient if we should provide for a light-house at White Shoal, with a 
view eventually of using that light-ship at some other place? 

Captain Sebree. No, sir. 

The Chairman. If we should authorize a light-ship this year, you 
would not have it ready for a year or so? 

Captain Sebree. No, I would not; but if you should authorize it 
1 would put out the advertisement on the .same plan I am now pursu- 
ing with regard to two others. 

The Chairman. How long will it take the contractor to build 
these five light-ships that are already authorized? 

Captain Sebree. I do not know how long it will take him. His 
contract is to build them in one year from the date of signing the 
contract. 

Mr. Ryan. For all five of them? 

Captain Sebree. Four of them were let at one time. I had to 
readvertise for one about a month later, so that four of them aie to 
be completed in one year from about Oetolwr 5, and one about a year 
from last November. 

The Chairman. In the course of the work upon these light-ships, 
do they have all five of them on the stocks at the same timef 

Captain Sebree. They have five on the stocks at the same time. 

The Chairman. Of course, if there is anything that is an exact 
duplicate, I siippo^ it would he easy for them to go right ahead and 
provide for all the ships at the same time? 

Captain Sebree. They go right ahead. The five that they built 
there were all finished within a month of each other, and they got one 
or two of them out ahead of time, I think. They would go on a trial 
trip and then come back and try another one. They were all launched 
at about the same time. 

The Chairman. How soon do you think you will be able to have 
bids out on the new tenders? 

Captain Sebree. I think it will be six weeks. I have to give at 
least thirty days' notice. I have got the plans now at the navy-yard 
at Norfolk, at New York, Mare Island, and Fuget Sound. 

The Chairman. Are the navy -yards figuring on them ? 

Captain Sebree. They are figuring on them. 
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Mr. Ryan. The li^t-house at White ShoaU will be very difficult 
to erect, will it nott 

Captain Sebree. That is what we think. The water may be 20 
feet aeep. 

The Chairman. How about Horn Island* There has been a 
strong request made for a light on the south side of the strait. 

Captain Sebree. We recently reported on a bUl for that. 

Captain Casey. We reported favorably on that. 

The C'liAiHMAN. What have you to say about Hawaii? Do you 
think we ought to have a light on that point across the straits from 
Point Makapun? 

Captain Sebree. We have reeoininended a light over on that point. 

The Chairman. You have recommended a light at Makanalua. 
Island of Molokai ? 

Captain .Sebree. Yes; there is a bill here for that. 

I'he Chairman. Is there any other aid you especially want, for the 
Light- House Service, which we have not discussed ? 

Captain Sebree. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. What is it? 

Captain Sebree. You have not gone into the river districts. I 
want a light-house tender and scow for our Mississippi and Illinois 
rivers. 

Mr. SrtvKNs. How far up can you use that on the Mississippi 
River ! 

Captain Sebree, Up to St. Paul. 

The Chairman. I understand you regai-d that as absolutely es- 
sential ? 

Captain 8ebbee. You made ine state that pretty strong; but t 
think it is important. 

The Chairman. I say that because I drew that bill myself, and 
gave it to Mr. Graff, after discussing the matter with you. 

Captain Sebree. Yes; but you said nothing went up there but a 
few towboats; and so I got the inspector to work, and he has given 
me a list of the boats that run up the Mississippi River there. 

The Chairman. I said there had been no increase in the traffic in 
the Mississippi River there since the year 1. The commerce is much 
less tliere now than it was years ago. 

Mr. SiY-vENS. That is true of a certain class of business, but other 
classes of business have increased. 

The Chairman. You have got to have a boat up there to take caie 
of those buoys, wlietlier the commerce is there or not. You have got 
the buoys there? 

Captain Sebree. No; we have not got them there, but we want to 
put them there. 

Mr, Stevens. You have got range lights there? 

Captain StiuBEE. We have got about 1,500 stake lights, and buoys 
are needed to mark these wing dams, on the Missis.sippi River, 
but we have not got the buoys yet, 

Mr. Stevens. You buoy most of those places t 

Captain Sebree. Not yet, but we wish to do bo. They are all ri|;ht 
at low water, because they stick up out of the water, but at high 
water they are hidden and you can not tell just where they are. The 
idea of the buoys is not to mark every wing dam, but to mark groups 
of them. 
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The CiiAiHMAN. Thi)se ai-e on the lower Missisiiippi 'f 

Colonel Casev. No, sir; they extend as far up as St. Paul. I put 
in about 60 miles of it myself on the Mississippi River below St. 
Louis. 

The Chairman. Is there anything else? 

Captain Sebrke. I can not tnink of anything else right now. 

The Chairman. Do you want any authorization for the buoys on 
these rivers, or will you be able to take care of that out of your general 
appropriation ? 

Captain Sebrke. I think we can take care of it out of our general 
appropriation, if they will give us what we want in the way of the 
lender, ami the money under buoyage. 

The committee thei'-eupon (at .^.Ifl o'clock p. m.) adjourned. 

June 8, 1906. 
The Chairman of the Committee on 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives. 

Sir: This Department has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
a letter dated Mav 25, 1906, from vour committee, rereferring a copy 
of H. R. bill 19178, " To direct the" Secretary of War to convey to the 
Broadwater Club the Hog Island light station, old site," and asking 
for all the information Biis Department has upon the subject, to- 
gether with the reasons for the recommendations made in its letter 
of May li). 1906, to your committee on this matter. 

In reply this Department begs to state, at the instance of the 
Ijight-House Board, that there are inclosed herewith copies of 27 
letters upon which this Department based its recommendation for the 
passage of this bill. The land to be conveyed to the Broadwater 
Club IS the old site of the present light station, the present site hav- 
ing been conveyed to the Light-House Board by Joseph L. Ferrall 
and wife in 1893, with the understanding that the old site was to have 
been conveyed to them in exchange, including the buildings and 
appurtenances. 

This Department, therefore, begs to suggest that the following- 
named changes might with advantage be made in this bill : 

That in the first line of the title the words " Commerce and Labor " 
be substituted for the word " War; " 

That in the third line of the bill, on page three, the words " Com- 
merce and I^ahor " be inserted in place of the words " the Treasury; " 

And that, on the third page, in line seven, after the word " site," 
and before the word "described," there be inserted the words, "and, 
the buildings and appurtenances thereunto belonging." 

This Department recommends the passage of that bill, when thus 
amended. 

Respectfully, Victor H, Metcalf, Secretary. 
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CoM.MIlTEES ON RAILWAYS AND CaNALS, 

House of Rbphesentativbb, U. S.. 

Washington, I). V.. Januai-y £2, 1907. 
Hon. James R. Mann, 

Uonse of Reprenentatives. 

Dear Mb. Mann : The Govemnwnt has for a number of years been 
improving the Fox River in Wisconsin. That river is now navi- 
gable for a distance of about 150 miles. The Wolf River enters the 
Fox a few miles from the city of Oshko?h, and has been also improved 
for navigation a distance or about .50 miles, as one of the connecting 
channels of the Fox River. 

Lake Winnebago and Lake Butte des Morts, situated near ()sh- 
kosh, are expansions of the Fox River, I^akes Poygan and Winne- 
conne are expansions of tlie Wolf River. These lakes average from 6 
to 12 miles in width and from fi to 30 miles in length. Where these 
rivers extend into the lake the land is usually low and marshy- and 
in the summer season a rank growth of vegetation so obscures the 
channel entrance that it is difficult for boats to distinguish the mouth 
of the river from bayous which extend from these lakes back into the 
marsh or low land surrounding. There are over 400 boats operating 
on these waters during the season of navigation. While many of 
them ai-e pleasure boat:^ and operated solely for pleasure, yet a large 
number do a freight and passenger busine-ss. carrying passengers for 
hire, etc. The ciiannel entrance of the rivers into the lakes are 
marked by barrel bouys maintained by the engineering department 
in connection with the improvement of the river. These aids to navi- 
gation enables boats to find the channel entrance in the daytime, but 
can not be distinguished in the nighttime. 

There is a very earnest request made by those who own and operate 
boats on these watei-s to have these entrances lighted during the season 
of navigation, and they ask for the necessary legislation which will 
enable the Government to establish justs lights at not exceeding four 
different places on the Fox River and its connecting channels. 1 
understand these lights could be constructed and operated at an ex- 
pense not exceeding $100 per light per year. The expense, therefore, 
will not be great, and I am exceedingly desirous of providing at this 
session of Congress whatever authority is neces.sary to have these 
lights established. 

Will you kindly advise me whether provision can be made for the 
establishment of these lights without the intro<luetion and passage 
of a special bill for that purpose, or will a special act be nece-ssaryl 

Thanking you for wliatever mformation and assistjinee yon can 
give me in the matter, I am 

Yours, very respectfully, 

J. H. Davidson. 
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COSIMITTKE ON Mll.ITARy Aj^FAIBS, 

House of Representatives. 
WashinfftOH, />. C, Jomianj SS. IftO?. 
Hon. James K. Mann, 

Ilottue of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: Referring to oiir conversation of yesterday relative to 
range lights for Miini'^ing. on the south shore of Lake Superior, for 
which I introduced a bill (H. R. 204S2), which is now pending 
before yonr subcommittoe. I wish to state that Munising is by far 
the best natural harbor of refuge on the entire south shore of T^ake 
Superior, and would l)e of infinite advantage to the commerce that 
passes by it each year conhl a few improvements be made therein. 
The most important of these are the e?-tablisliment of range lights. 

Munising Harbor is formed by a deep indentation in the south 
shore of the lake, in the center of which lies Orand Island. This 
leaves an entrance to the harbor on each side of the island. That on 
the east side is somewhat dangerous when the wind is blowing toward 
the shore, because of the high, precipitous, rocky shore. That on the 
west side would be safe in almost all weathers if the lights asked for 
could be establlslied. There arc now- range lights which direct ves- 
sels into this harlx>r by the westward entrance, but the difficulty is 
ubont making the turn. A sand bar extends well out into the harbor 
from the western extremity of (rrand Island. The banks of the 
island and mainland at this point rise somewhat precipitously and 
are heavily timbered. At nignt this entrance is as dark as a pocket, 
and there is nothing to indicate whei-e the turn should be made. 

It is de-sired that range lights may be placed on the mainland to 
the west of the entrance to the harbor, which will indicate where the 
turn is to be made, si> that the sand bar upon the island and that 
which extends out from the mainland mav l)e avoided. 

Only a short time ago one of the large lake freightei-s, the Fayette 
Brorrn, in attempting to make this entrance, ran upon this sandbar 
and sacrificed a considerable portion of her cargo, besides seriously 
damaging the vessel. 

The danger and difficulty of making this entrance is so well known 
to vesselmen that they now generally run by Munising Harbor to 
Marquette. 40 miles distant, taking the chances of the storm rather 
than attempt the entrance. 

A somewhat similar condition prevails as to the eastern entrance 
where range lights are desired to be substituted instead of the present 
light. 

In i-egard to this matter the Light-House Board said in its report 
for June 30, 1!)05, on page 140: 

358. Grand Islnnd Harbor, Lake Superior, Ulcblgan. Tbe Onind Imlnnd 
I-fghl uo lotiRer Hei-ves tbe iiurpose for vvbicb It was originally Inteniled. \'e8- 
Heif coming down tbe eaaterij' side o( Grand Island to enter Mnnlslng Harbor or 
tbe biirlHir of refuse at tbe soutb end ot Ornnd Island onn not see tbe Grand 
Ii<land Harbor IlKlit until clo>*e to It. Bad Hboiiln cxiHt on botb sides. A wreck 
iiow lien partly exiwMKl a HlHirt dlHtiin<v nortb ot tbe niirroweHt part of tbe 
cbannel. Sblppitig men ask tbe establlsbment of range llgbta Instead of tbe 
maintenance of the present light 

The present lli;bt and dwelling Is dlfllcult and expenHlve to lualntiiln. Range 
lights would be of luncb greater service to navigation and would Involve lesM 
ex|iense for ninliitenHU<'e. It Is estimated (hat ranges could be CAtabllnbetl upon 
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ttae miiliilaml iit iiii (vtinntted oiKt of f13.2«(i. If tUI)' ii|>|iro|>rlntit>ii is iiow 
made It will save tlie lai^e outlay iipceswiry to renew the bnllilliiK? o( the 
present harlwi- lit^ht. The Kuard rtn'oni mends ttmt an Inimedlnte n|)irro]irliitlon 
of tttl» Huiiiunt 1>e umile therefor. 

It asain recninmeiidpd these lights in itw report for 1900. I am in- 
formed by the board that owing to the increa.sed cost of material, etc., 
that $15,000 will not be any too much to do the work. 

These lights are also asked for by the T^ake Carriers' Association 
and were (Teemed most eswential by that association in its late hearings 
before your committee. So I was informed by Mr, Cioiilderj and he 
showed me the paragraph in their memorial relating to Mnnising, or 
Grand Island, as it is sometimes called. 

I may add that Mimiwing itself in a rapidly Rowing town whose 
biisine-s.s is greatly increasing each year and that it is head<iiiarters of 
one steanisnip company owning 10 large hike freighters. 
Voiirs. tnilv. 

H. O. Yoi'No. 



Depart MKNT uk Com.mekie ano Labor, 

Light-House Board, 
Washington, Jamiary SO, 1907. 
Sib : In accordance with yonr verbal request the following informa- 
tion in regard to the appropriation for Horn Island light station, 
Mississippi, is sent you. 

Q. How does it stand?— A. No appropriation has been made; 
$10,000 is required. 

Q. Has contract been made? — A. No. 

Q. Will money asked for be needed next tiscal year!— A. Yes. 
This is an important light station and shonld be reestablished. It is 
proposed to remove the present structure at Mobile Bay light station. 
Alabama, and reerect it on the Horn Island site, which method will 
save the expense of purchasing matei'inl for a new light-house. The 
Mobile Bay liglit station can be reestablished with a simple pile 
beacon. 

Respectfully, 

Thos. L. Casev, 
Lifiiteiuini-VoUmeU ('oi-pf of /ivt/int'/trx. V. S. Army, 

Ent/hiecr Serretiiri/. 
Chairman of the Committee ok 

Interstate and Fobeion Commerce, 

Hovse of Hcpir^entntiriK. 



Department or Commerce and Laror, 

OrncE or THE Secretart. 
Wii«l>iu<itou. F,-hnuinf ^f. lOOH. 
Chairman or the Committee on 

Interstate anb Foreign Commerce, 

Ilo'ine of Re pir>,iiit(it! ■;■><. 
Sir: Referring to the coinmitlees letter of February 7. 11)00. in- 
closing for the consideration of ihi-^ Dppailitieiit and for report 
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thereon a copy of H. R. bill No, 141b3, providing '" for tlie estab- 
lishment of two Ireacon lights at the month of La Trappe River, 
Mar>'land. and for other piirpot-x's." I have the honor to state, at the 
instance of the Light- House Board, as follows: 

This river has been improved by the United States at a cost of 
about $9,000. The project for improvement calls for a channel 150 
feet wide and II feet deep across the bar at the mouth of the river. 
It is proposed to mark this dredged cut by two lighted beacons. 
Three steamers and 81 sailing vessels and barges are reported as ply- 
ing in the river. Its commerce is valued at $-303,426, and it is aggre- 
gated at 11,4CC tons in 1!K)3 and at 13,«01 tons in 1!M)4, 

As the commerce of this river is increasing and as range lights 
would lessen the dangers to passing craft, this Department recom- 
mends the passage of the bill in question. 



Respectfmiy, 



, H. Mbtcalf, Secretajy. 



HEARINGS, liHX;— II. K. 14183. 

The Chairman. The next bill is H. R. 14183, a bill for the estab- 
lishment of two beacon lights at the mouth of L* Trappe River, 
Maryland, at a cost not to exceed $10,000. 

Captain Sebsee. Those beacon lights at the mouth of I^a Trappe 
River. Maryland; yj?s. If the Light-House Board should decide 
that they are necessary, they could be constructed out of the general 
ftppropnation without any action of Congress. 



STATEHEMT OF HON. T. A. SIHTH. 

TRAPPE RIVER, MARYLAND. 

Mr. Smith. Mr. Chairman, the bill about which I wish to speak is 
H. R. 14183, with reference to the establishment of two beacons at 
the mouth of Trappe River, I have furnished a typewritten state- 
ment to the committee. I do not know that I can say anything more 
except that it is a fertile section and that it is far from a railroad 
station. The river is the principal outlet for perishable products. 
On dark and stormy nights it is impossible to get in there. 

Mr. Mann, "What do they raise there mostly t 

Mr. Smith. Fruit, vegetables, and grain. 

Mr. Mann. What stream does the Trappe River run into? 

Mr. Smith. It runs into a branch of the Choptank. 

Mr. Mann. You recommend that lights be established so that 
steamers can go in there! 

Mr. Smith. Yes, sir; the bar goes out there. It dovetails and 
makes it very dangerous. 

Mr, Mann, How much commerce is there there ! 

Mr. Smith. Half a million dollars or more. 

Mr. Mann. Have you any record of the number of vessels going in 
there t 
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Mr, Smith. I do not think that I can give you that. A great many 
sailing vessels go in there and Baltimore boats ply there. 

Mr. Adamson. What will it cost? 

Mr. Smith. The bill says $10,000, or as much thereof as may be 
necessary. 

The town of Trappe, Md., is located at the head of naviration on 
tlie Trappe River and in the midst of a fertile and populous agri- 
cultural district, and is dependent upon this river for transportation 
of its merchandise, coal, hme, fertilizers, etc., brought into this sec- 
tion, as well as for its agricultural products, cannol goods, lumber, 
etc., shipped out. 

The nearest railroad station is about 4 miles distant and the steam- 
boat wharf on the Choptank River about the same distance, 
while the Trappe River runs practically to the town of Trappe. 
There are three large carriage houses, coal and lumber yard, two 
roller flour mills, sawmill, and a number of small mills wimin a few 
miles, all dependent upon this river for shipping facilities. 

The value of products shipped by this river from Trappe in one 
year exceeds a half million dollars. 

Because of the interlocking bars at the mouth of this river naviga- 
tion, both for v&isels and steamers, is difficult and dangerous on dark 
and stormy nights, so much so that ves.=iels never and steamers sel- 
dom attempt it on such occasions, thereby causing great inconvenience 
to travelers, loss and delay to shippers, and often ruin to perishable 
goods. Wlien steamers fail to come in on returning from Baltimore, 
passengers are carried up the Choptank River from 5 to 10 miles 
trom their homes and freight landed from thirteen to thirty-six hours 
late. .We have two steamers, one each night, to and from Baltimore, 
two sailitig vessels, and an innumerable number of smaller craft in 
summer and fall, all overtaxed in freighting the agricultural products 
to market, and returning laden with merchandise, lime, fertilizers, etc 
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Cape Arago (Oregon) 

Cape Henry (light vesael) 

Caaey. Colonel 

Carqulnez Strait (California) 

Coulbr. H 

Cnsbinao. Hon. Francis W 

Delaware RlTcr (light vessel)— 

Fort San Jacinto, OalveBton Harbor 

¥ox River, Lake Winnebago 

Gonlder. Mr „ 

Great Point Bar. Maryland 

Greene, William 8 

Gnll Island- __ 

Hedge Fence Sboal. Massachusetts 

Horn Island 

Jiunta Point, East Itlver, New York 

Uo.vd Harbor and Huntington Harbor. New Torh.- 

Moras, Daniel D 

Munlslng Bay 

New York Bay and Lake Obumplain 

I-orto Rico (tender) 



Beveatb ligbt-bouea district (tender).. 

Sebret*. Capt. Uriel 

Bbeadle, J. H-_ 

Smith, Hon. T. A.. 



Split Roch, Lake Superior 

St. Mary River, Oroea Cap 

Swiftsure Bank. Puget Sound— 

Trappe River, Maryland 

Wbart. Washington, D. C 

White Shoal Lake, Mlchlgan.. 
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